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There Should be a Limit 





That the Jewish Question is in- 
jected into all sorts of issues where it 
does not belong is an old story. Sensi- 
tive souls raise a disapproving eye- 
brow and openly show their annoyance 
when it is dragged into such topics as 
the reclamation of the Brazilian jungle 
or the colonization of the North Pole. 

But until yesterday, there was at 
least one sphere of enterprise that re- 
mained free of its haunting complex- 
ities. That was the venerable “hold 
up” profession. Until yesterday, if a 
man pulled his hat over his eyes, stuck 
a gun into his pocket and went about 
his business of taxing those who had 
a few dollars in their jeans, he could 
forget that Jews existed in the world 
—that is, if he ever had been aware of 
it. In the realm of cops and robbers 
there were no Jews nor Jewish Ques- 
tions. 

But yesterday even this last retreat 
was invaded by the above mentioned 
Question with a capital Q. And the 
Jewish hero of the story acquitted him- 
self nobly and manifested a keen un- 
derstanding of the Question that 
would do credit to a leader of the 
Anti Defamation League. 

The story, in brief, is as follows. 
Druggist Joseph Smith was alone in 
his pharmacy in the evening when, 
lo, the door opened and the Jewish 
gazlen entered. The gazlen—robber 
to you—did everything a law abiding, 
dues paying member of the “hold up 
association” must do. First of all, he 
was 6 ped dressed. He wore an old 
suit, had no collar or tie and further- 
more, he looked starved. He also went 
through the necessary motions with 
creditable efficiency. He raised his 
gun and asked for money. 


But druggist Smith was not the 
scary kind and in addition to knowing 
his aspirins he apparently had also 
read a couple of chapters on the 
psychology of oppressed minorities. 
“You Jewish?” he asked. The gazlen 
assented. With this bond of fellow- 
ship established, the druggist applied 
his psychology. He said, “With all 
the trouble Jews are up against in 
this world, you’re only making things 
worse.” The gazlen was touched and 
began to blubber. He gave the drug- 
gist his mame and address. (He had 
forgotten about the money, his original 
mission.) Next day he turned himself 
in to the police. 

Since the druggist involved is also 
a Jew, this episode is in a sense a 
little family affair. And I think the 
druggist deserves something in the 
nature of a reprimand. We know how 
oppresively the Question hangs over 
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us these days. Can’t a young man who 
is moved to commit a hold up be al- 
lowed to do so without being scared 
with a reminder of Coughlin, Hitler 
and other assorted bogeymen? 

We need not, at this moment, go 
into the question of Jewish criminal- 
ity. This young man, it appears from 
later more detailed reports, was merely 
down on his luck and not a criminal 
at all. But even if he had been one, 
there’s a school of thought which 
declares that Jews are entitled to their 
share of criminals. In other words, 
equality in the underworld as well as 
under the sun. If and when “under- 
worlds” are done away with through 
the social revolution or the advent of 
the Messiah, Jewish members of that 
fraternity of dark alleys will also be 


withdrawn from circulation. In the 
meantime, let’s do what we can with- 
out getting frantic if we hear of a 
gangster named Goldberg. 

But in the process of educating 
criminal elements back into “normal” 
society, it is necessary to practice great 
caution. Otherwise more damage than 
good may be done. And the technique 
of the aforementioned druggist is open 
to question. By forcefully brandishing 
the Jewish Question over the head of 
the victim at such a delicate moment, 
the druggist could easily have upset 
the mental balance of his client and 
inspired him with neuroses, complexes 
and anxieties whose ultimate harm 
would far outweigh his temporary 
lapse from respect for private property. 

S. K. 
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Editorial 





Tragedy on Haifa Bay 





N NOVEMBER 21 TWO BOATS CARRYING 1,771 

Jewish refugees from Czechoslovakia, Aus- 
tria, Hungary and Rumania reached Haifa. 
These boats were picked up in the Mediterranean 
by British patrol units under suspicion of illegally 
trying to land their passengers and were escorted 
to Haifa. But the tragic human cargo which in- 
cluded 600 women and 171 children was not al- 
lowed to land. On the contrary, the British au- 
thorities in Palestine decided to send them to some 
remote English colony where they were to be in- 
terned for the duration of the war. The passen- 
gers were then transferred to another ship in 
which they were to make the journey. On Tues- 
day, November 26 this ship, the Patria, exploded 
in the port of Haifa. At this writing 22 are 
known to be dead, many others are missing. 
The British authorities relented and granted asyl- 
um in an internment camp on Palestine soil to the 
survivors only when the latter were drifting on 
the waves of Haifa bay clinging to the wreckage 
of the exploded ship. 

It is difficult to find adequate words to express 
our feelings in this matter. Words of protest have 
been such an everyday occurrence during recent 
years that they have lost nearly all significance. 
In addition this tragic event casts light on a cer- 
tain suspicious aspect of the British authorities in 
Palestine which can hardly be remedied by pro- 
tests, no matter how bitter. 

Let us consider the alibi of the authorities in 
refusing admission to these refugees from a coun- 
try with which Britain is actually at war. It was 
contended that among the refugees the German 
Government had planted a number of spies who 
posed as victims of Nazism. It is quite pos- 
sible that this suspicion was true. Reports emanat- 
ing from Germany relate of a school maintained 
by the Nazis in Bohemia where spies are trained 
to pose as Jewish refugees. They are taught Jew- 
ish customs, they are provided with passports of 
Jews *vho died or are in concentration camps, when 
considered necessary to complete the ‘“‘disguise”’ 
these spies are even forced to undergo circumci- 
sion. But certainly the 171 children on the boats 
were not spies. No one in his right mind would 
claim that. If there were spies at all on these 
ships, it should have been the duty of the au- 
thorities to intern the group until such a time as 
their identity was ascertained. In the meantime the 
Jewish community of Palestine would have been 
more than glad to care for the fugitives from 
Nazi terror. 


This was not done and on a bare suspicion of 
the presence of a few spies among 1,771 people 
all were condemned to deportation, an edict which 
was followed by the tragic sequel of the explosion. 

Still another alibi of the High Commissioner 
was that these refugees were trying to land in 
Palestine illegally—the question of spies no longer 
entered into the consideration—and that at this 
time it is necessary to uphold the law. 

It is this latter alibi that is the basis of our 
suspicion that something is still rotten in the 
British administration of Palestine. For Jewish 
refugees had, in the past, been refused admission 
to Palestine, long before the outbreak of the war 
and at a time when there could have been no 
problem of Nazi spies posing as refugees. Fur- 
thermore, the British authorities refused to admit 
Jewish refugees who wandered over the seas in 
1938-9 at a time when they closed their eyes to the 
doings of Nazi and Italian agitators among the 
Arabs. 

Viewed in this light the alibi of the High Com- 
missioner loses most of its validity. The decree 
which prevented these 1,771 unfortunates from 
landing in Palestine thus stands out as a continua- 
tion of an old and bankrupt policy. During the 
years that Chamberlain was experimenting with 
appeasement of the Nazis, the British Colonial 
Secretary Malcolm MacDonald was following a 
similar policy of appeasing the Arabs, who had 
been incited by Mussolini’s agents, at the expense 


_ of the Jews. It was under the influence of this 


policy that severe anti-Jewish immigration laws 
were then promulgated, laws that were illegal 
in themselves because they ran contrary to the 
spirit and the letter of the Mandate under which 
England governed the country. 

Since that time appeasement was fortunately 
discarded by England. Chamberlain as well as 
MacDonald had to give up their posts. But in 
far-away Palestine it seems that officials still cling- 
ing to the wreckage of the appeasement policy 
were left in control. 

How else can one explain this peculiar attitude 
toward refugees fleeing the persecutions of an 
enemy regime? 

The Jews of Palestine have unequivocally dem- 
onstrated their loyalty to the cause of England 
in the present world conflict. Since the first day 
after the outbreak of the war they have offered 
their lives and possessions to this struggle and 
have urged the formation of a Jewish fighting 
force to participate actively in the conflict. As the 
first scapegoats and foremost victims of Nazi 
barbarism, Jews throughout the world realize 
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that only a defeat of Nazism will assure the pos- 
sibility of the continuation of civilized life. Jewish 
loyalties can therefore be open to no doubts. 
But even while Jews support the heroic strug- 
gle of the English people they will not pass in 
silence over actions such as that of the Palestine 
authorities. To do so would be but a poor service 
to the cause of England and democracy. And 
while England is straining every effort to eliminate 
its fifth column at home and to prosecute the war 
to a victorious finish, it should also look into re- 
mote Palestine and make sure that appeasers who 
do not know the difference between a victim and 
an agent of Nazism should not remain in im- 
portant posts where they can cause such tragedies. 


Antwerp Shows the Way 





N INTERESTING REPORT FROM ANTWERP, BEL- 

gium that re-ently succeeded in penetrating 
the wall of cersorship relates how the Jews of 
that city were ordered by the Nazi authorities to 
wear a blue and white armband to distinguish 
them from the rest of the population. Spontan- 
eously, as an expression of solidarity, all the in- 
habitants of the Belgian port. appeared in the 
streets with like armbands. In the face of this 
silent but effective mass protest, the Nazi author- 
ities could do nothing and ceased to try to enforce 
the original ruling. 

This is but the latest in a series of such manifes- 
tations. Similar occurrences took place in Hol- 
land. And in the early days of the Nazi regime in 
Germany there was the case of the university pro- 
fessor who, together with his entire family, em- 
braced Judaism, not so much out of a sudden con- 
version to Mosaic monotheism, we assume, then 
as an expression of self-identification with those 
who are humiliated. 

To say that what happened in Antwerp is en- 
couraging or praiseworthy would hardly tell the 
whole story. The action of the people of Ant- 
werp deserves more than praise. It is a consola- 
tion as well as a promise for the future. 


But the case of Antwerp also brings to mind 
some sad reflections on the reactions of American 
Jews. Throughout the nine years of the Hitler 
regime in Germany, American Jewry has failed 
to show in any impressive or effective manner that 
it is deeply concerned. True, there were innumer- 
able protest meetings and an attempt at boycotting 
Nazi goods. These were largely ineffective. 
Knowing our own lack of strength, perhaps we 
should not have expected much more. But there 
are things American Jews could have done, sym- 
bolic actions which in themselves produce no imme- 
diate tangible results, but which tend to restore 
self-respect and emphasize the realization of loss, 
if nothing more. And these things were not done. 
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Why, for instance, did not American Jews keep 
a death watch near the Nazi embassy and consul- 
ates during the past nine years? A small matter, 
to have a few people in front of these consulates 
day and night to remind the tormentors, and the 
people passing by, and above all, ourselves, of 
what is being done to Jews in Germany. Perhaps 
the United States government, being a neutral, 
would not allow it. But it has never even been 
tried. Or, knowing the magnitude of the unde- 
served pain and humiliation which is the fate of 
Jews in nearly all of Europe at this time, why do 
not American Jews adopt some other token of 
mourning and protest, let us say a black armband 
which all Jews, young and old, are to wear until 
the day when Nazism will fall? Millions of 
Americans who.are not Jews would gladly join in 
such a demonstration, even as the people of con- 
quered Antwerp did. But neither this nor any 
other similar step was undertaken. 

To this day, at every Jewish wedding, a glass is 
broken to perpetuate, amid the festivities, the 
memory of the destruction of Jerusalem which 
occurred nearly two thousand years ago, to re- 
mind of a hurt whose keen edge had worn off 
many centuries ago. But to immediate hurt we 
seem to be insensitive, venting momentary anger 
in the oratory of a protest meeting, then promptly 
forgetting. 


The Convention of the A. F. of L. 





N EVALUATING THE RESULTS OF THE CONVEN- 

tions of the American Federation of Labor 
and of the C. I. O. which met concurrently in 
Atlantic City and New Orleans it must be stated 
that the A. F. of L., if one is to judge by the 
addresses delivered at its sessions and by the 
resolutions adopted, showed itself to be a far 
more mature and responsible body than its lustier 
and more vociferous younger brother. This 
responsibility and maturity found expression in 
the attitude of the convention toward America’s 
role in the international situation, the most im- 
portant factor in the life of labor today. The A. 
F. of L. convention declared its readiness to coop- 
erate in the efforts toward national defense. 
While maintaining its stand in favor of a thirty 
hour week, the convention nevertheless under- 
stood that this is not the time to press this de- 
mand, that fifth column elements of all sorts and 
the Nazis themselves would be only too happy to 
see American labor hamstring the defense pro- 
gram at this time with countless strikes for a 
thirty hour week. To those who still derive in- 
spiration from empty but valiant phrases, this at- 
titude of the A. F. of L. will naturally appear as a 
supine compromise. Those who look to the trade 
union movement for adolescent heroics will natur- 
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ally prefer John L. Lewis’ dramatic outcries about 
the ‘fifty two million empty bellies” in the country 
which he apparently sought to fill in cooperation 
with such “radicals” as Willkie, Girdler, Ford and 
Coughlin. But more sober and practical minds 
will realize that it is under the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration and the New Deal that labor gained the 
forty hour week and that in critical cooperation 
with it labor can still further extend its gains. 


But the mature understanding which the A. F. 
of L. convention manifested in relation to the 
ominous nature of world events today, should not 
blind us to either its faults or the great tasks with 
which it is faced. Outstanding among the latter is 
the problem of unity within the American Labor 
movement. And this cannot be attained by pious 
resolutions or mere phrases. The fate of peace 
within labor now rests to a great extent with the 
A. F. of L. This is due to a number of factors. 
The A. F. of L. has grown during recent years 
until it now numbers four and a half million mem- 
bers. The C. I. O. on the other hand has noted 
no substantial gains and has even retrogressed in 
some fields. This places the initiative of moves 
leading toward peace in the hands of the A. F. of 
L. With a sincere effort to reach a peaceful solu- 
tion of the bitter conflicts of recent years and an 
honest resolution not to seek a victor’s triumph 
over an opponent who is now weakened, the A. F. 
of L. can now render this great service to the 
labor movement. One of the major obstacles to 
peace—John L. Lewis with his personal ambitions 
for domination as head of the C. I. O.—has now 
been removed. As president of the A. F. of L. 
William Green now has an opportunity within his 
grasp which may never return again. 

The entire country may justly demand that 
pride and old grievances be forgotten during this 
crucial period in an effort to reestablish labor 
peace. 

Still another task now confronts the A. F. of L. 
—the eradication of gangsterism within the trade 
unions. This malignant growth on the body of 
organized labor has reached dangerous propor- 
tions. Not only do racketeering elements within 
trade unions exploit the workers instead of lead- 
ing them in the fight for a higher standard of liv- 
ing and greater rights; they also discredit the 
entire labor movement and undermine that moral 
basis without which trade unions could not exist. 
The convention of the A. F. of L. under pressure 
of some of its delegates finally passed a rather 
diluted resolution calling for the fumigation of the 
unions affected with this disease. How deeply 
gangster elements have penetrated some A. F. of 
L. unions, even to the degree of being delegates to 
the convention, can be realized only when one con- 
siders that David Dubinsky, representing the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers, was 
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physically manhandled in the convention hotel for 
introducing and supporting this resolution. 

Undoubtedly it will take courage on the part of 
the leaders of the A. F. of L. to eradicate this 
menace and to act vigorously on the somewhat 
toothless resolution adopted. But courage and 
responsibility are an absolute must for labor at 
this time. If the A. F. of L. will not act, govern- 
ment agencies will undoubtedly step in. A mature 
labor leadership should be able to clean its own 
house as well as to act with responsibility on 
broader issues. 


The Rutenberg Affair 





HE STATEMENT OF PINCHAS RUTENBERG, 

erstwhile chairman of Vaad Leumi, national 
council of the Jewish community of Palestine, 
created much discussion in Zionist circles in 
America. In this statement Rutenberg is re- 
ported to have sharply criticized the Histadrut— 
General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine 
—because “it (the Histadrut) can and must do 
more than anybody for the unification of the 
Yishuv though the same responsibility rests on 
other parties.” The cable of Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency further quotes Pinchas Rutenberg as say- 
ing that: “now the Histadrut is not in order... 
Nothing can be won by a majority . . . Elections 
for the Asefath Hanivcharim (assembly of repre- 
sentatives) are costly and absurd ... The Yishuv 
must rule itself by a small body of authoritative 
persons...” 

From the above it becomes evident that the 
crux of the statement is the establishment of a 
body which all sections of the community in Pales- 
tine would recognize and respect as representa- 
tive. But the Histadrut insists that such a body 
be established on the basis of democratic elections 
and these are ‘‘costly and absurd.” 


Let us therefore examine the role of the His- 
tadrut during the recent period in the effort to at- 
tain complete unity. From the moment, 11 
months ago, when Rutenberg issued the call for 
unity to’ prevent need and to assure the continued 
growth and development of the Yishuv during the 
critical period, the Palestine labor movement gave 
its unqualified and unstinted cooperation. Mapai, 
the Palestine labor party, consented to Ruten- 
berg’s appointment as chairman of the Vaad 
Leumi. Upon Rutenberg’s assurance that the Re- 
visionists would renounce their previous separatist 
and violent policies, Mapai consented not tz inter- 
fere with their readmission into the Vaad Leumi. 
In order to satisfy the claims of minor parties, 
Mapai even agreed to the formation of an execu- 
tive committee of 18 members, although it was 
obvious that such a body would be too cumber- 
some and ineffective. 






















But all these compromises led to disappoint- 
ment. The wealthy elements boycotted the emer- 
gency tax proclaimed by the Vaad Leumi. The 
Revisionists continued their fight against the “re- 
demption fund” and later renewed their terrorist 
activities. The minimum wage level was ignored 
by the planters, despite their promise to abide by 
the arbitration of Rutenberg. The labor bureaus, 
established in accordance with the decisions of the 
world Zionist congress, were boycotted by the 
farmers’ association. Shelters were not being 
built. Food reserves for the poorer sections of 
the population were not being stored. But above 
all there rang the cry: “Curb or remove the labor 
representatives and there will be funds and unity 
and work.” 

In the meantime Rutenberg visited England 
and upon his return addressed the community with 
a request for unity and taxes such as they have in 
England. But the disproportionate burden which 
labor and the progressive elements in Palestine 
bore all these months merely seemed to encourage 
the others in their demands that democratic pro- 
cedure be curtailed. Revisionists and other reac- 
tionary elements in Zionism spoke of “unity as in 
England” and intensified their campaign against 
labor and its living standards. 

Rutenberg then made another attempt to estab- 
lish a small working body on the basis of mutual 
agreement. He asked for a body of three, then 
of five; but when irresponsible groups demanded 
that it consist of eleven, and still more, Rutenberg 
resigned as chairman of the Vaad Leumi. The 
Labor party agreed to all three suggestions, and 
still the reactionary elements cried that four labor 
representatives out of eleven constitute a labor 
majority and demanded an expansion of the execu- 
tive body. (40% of the national assembly are 
labor representatives. ) 

The cry for unity and internal peace thus boils 
down to a demand for unity against labor as the 
price for the cooperation of the reactionary ele- 
ments. To this labor countered that the solution 
lies either in a working agreement which will pro- 
tect and defend the safety and standards of the 
worker or new democratic elections. 

It is interesting to examine the cry of such ele- 
ments as the Revisionists that since England post- 
poned elections till after the war, the same policy 
should be adopted in Palestine. The statement 
about elections in.England is true, but it is equally 
true that England did not open parliament for all 
who choose to enter. But reactionary forces in 
Palestine suggest just this—the establishment of 
an executive committee into which every minute 
group which threatens sabotage and terror should 
be admitted. It is equally noteworthy that in the 
course of the trials of war the British Labor party 
was asked to participate in the government of the 





country while in Palestine, those who sanctimon- 
iously shout “‘unity,”’ demand that the influence of 
the labor party, the strongest single force in the 
country, should be curtailed. 

As a country feeling keenly the impact of the 
war, Palestine is confronted with many weighty 
problems. In the solution of these a high degree 
of unity and responsibility are essential. But such 
unity cannot be attained by abdication to the de- 
mands of unscrupulous circles who are out to ex- 
ploit the critical situation for their attacks on 
labor. 


One Million Dollars 





HE CALL WHICH CAME FROM THE CONVEN- 

tion of the National Labor Committee for 
Palestine that one million dollars be raised this 
year for the work of labor and the pioneers in 
Palestine will evoke a warm response throughout 
the country. Unostentatiously the labor move- 
ment in Palestine continues to colonize, to educate 
and to train thousands of new immigrants that 
reach the country from the European hell. And 
the story of its heroic achievements is gradually 
reaching ever wider circles, and imbuing them 
with that hope which only creative work can in- 
spire. Twenty five hundred delegates from all 
corners of the United States and Canada attended 
this convention. They were moved by the cry of 
the unfortunates wandering over land and sea, 
and the promise that labor Palestine holds out for 
these exiles told them that much can still be done 
and many lives salvaged and rehabilitated. 

Many calls are being made upon American 
Jews to contribute money. The call of the 
National Labor Committee for Palestine ranks 


among the most urgent, for it not only succors | 


those in distress but helps to reshape their lives as 
free productive workers building a cooperative 
society on the soil of the homeland. 





Our Contributors 


Anton Kuh is a well known Viennese journalist. 
He now lives in New York and contributes to numer- 
ous periodicals. The article in this issue, incident- 
ally, is the first one written by him in English. 


Oscar Karbach is a prominent Austrian Zionist 
and author. 


]. Israeli is a delegate from Palestine to the labor 
Zionist youth movement in America. 


Norman Bentwich had been attorney general of 
Palestine and professor at law at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity in Jerusalem. 


Joseph Kastein is an outstanding historian and 
author of numerous works on Jewish history. 











JEWISH FRONTIER 













"Ss Ga Gk... 


So oo a 


Re 
re: 
nif 
all 


Cal 


the 
spi 


for 
imr 
cial 
sen 


her 
diff 
acct 
on 

and 
one 








ITIER © 


imon- 
ice of 
n the 


yf the 
ighty 
egree 
t such 
1e de- 
to ex- 
ks on 


lars 





NVEN- 
e for 
d this 
ers in 
ghout 
move- 
jucate 
s that 
And 
dually 
them 
an in- 
mm all 
ended 
cry of 
d sea, 
ut for 
» done 


erican 
f the 
ranks 


uccors ° 


ves as 
‘rative 


list. 
mer- 
lent- 


onist 
labor 


l of 
Uni- 


and 











DECEMBER, 1940 





These Are the Refugees 


by Anton Kuh 





“* LEAST three out of ten Jewish jokes begin 
with the words: ‘There once came a poor 
Jew to see Baron Rotschild...” If we were to 
put these by now classic words in reverse order— 
“Baron Rotschild once came to see a poor Jew” — 
we would get an almost exact formula to describe 
the new type of German Jewish immigrant, as 
he differs from all preceding immigrants to 
America. 


Let us look for a moment at “the poor Jew 
who once came to see Rotschild.”” What hap- 
.pened to him thirty or forty years ago? Russian 
soldiers shot his parents (to follow Israel Zang- 
will’s version of the woes of the Jewish emi- 
grant) and destroyed his belongings. Then the 
poor Jew bought a ticket to New York. He es- 
tablished himself in the lower East Side or in 
the Bronx. He toiled day and night. Then his 
business began to prosper and he took a wife. In 
time he was able to put aside some money. He 
became an American. He sent his sons to col- 
lege. These sons, raised in America, were Amer- 
icans. One day there happened something strange. 
The poor Jew, known to us from the Rotschild 
anecdote and meantime become a well-to-do Amer- 
ican, has in his hands a letter from Europe. 
“Look here,”’ he exclaims, “a letter from Baron 
Rotschild. Hitler is doing him harm. He wants 
me to send him an afhdavit right away.” 


A fairy tale, you'll say? No. Substitute for 
Rotschild any other name ‘common among the 
refugees from Hitlerism and you have a sig- 
nificant case history of the new immigration with 
all its peculiarities and tragedy. ‘“Rotschild once 
came to see a poor Jew.” 


¥ HE ABOVE parable may possibly puzzle some 
readers. Others may object to it because of 
the world famous plutocratic name of its hero or 
may consider it as a relic of the much condemned 
spirit of “Hybris”’. 

But I wish to assure all and sundry that, un- 
fortunately for us, (I being one of these new 
immigrants myself) the almost legendary finan- 
cial name here used is taken as a symbol in every 
sense except its financial connotations. Only few 
of us were much richer in Europe than we are 
here. Our pre-Hitlerian capital was of quite a 
different kind. It consisted of achievements, social 
accomplishments and the evidence of belonging, 
on an equal footing, to a distinct cultural sphere 
and of being its representatives no less than any- 
one else. It probably also meant our having been 
unaware of many problems, such as the problem 





of nationality which we failed to take into account 
until the hour of our misery and persecution. Our 
capital also consisted of rank, honor, reputation. 
In brief, the most essential part of our lives was 
already over at the time when we began to pre- 
pare for the New World. Rich or poor, famous 
or unknown, we had “arrived” at the peak of our 
individual destinies. 

And just then we had to begin all over again. 

To state these antecedents of our immigration 
implies some profounder truths. Were Hitler to 
be taken as a mere historical accident (as many, 
including Churchill, still do) our condition, in 
retrospect, would not have been considered by us 
as desperate. We would have clung to our posi- 
tions. With the exception of a very few, we had 
not been heroes, martyrs or fighters for convic- 
tions. Our ultimate sufferings were due to a good 
extent to the persecutions visited upon people of 
our opinions and occupations irrespective of 
whether they are fanatical or aggressive about 
their principles. To understand this it is neces- 
sary to look at the Europe which we had fled— 
a land spiritually fatigued and _ subconsciously 
thirsting for a master and a conqueror. Democ- 
racy, humanity, liberty—today these terms sound 
in our ears like the lyrics from a musical hit. We 
knew about them in Europe. For a long time, 
in the past, we had enjoyed their benefits. But 
they imbued us with no fanatical faith or religious 
inspiration. In serving our individual political 
ideals we were not the aggressors. On the con- 
trary, we were always on the defensive against 
onslaughts from the outside. With such a heritage 
lacking in economic desperation and fanatical faith 
in our ideals, our immigrants look upon them- 
selves as far from being akin either to the immi- 
grants who came before 1900 or to those who 
came later. 

We should not deceive ourselves. The appear- 
ance of the new immigration will undoubtedly 
create a sort of distrust on the part of those pre- 
viously established in the country. Once the most 
urgent aid is given and the essential duties of 
charity fulfilled, a spirit of mutual sensitiveness 
and watchfulness takes place, culminating in the 
question “Are you American enough?” on the 
part of the benefactors and “Are you tolerant 
enough?” on the part of the newcomers. Nor 


could it have been any different. The ‘‘poor Jew” 
of the anecdote previously referred to cannot be 
expected to be heartily overjoyed at the arrival of 
his erstwhile apathetic and supercilious coreligion- 
ist from Western Europe. Though related by 
race and destiny, the former is likely to feel more 
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remote from and critical of the new arrival than 
would a 100% Yankee of Mayflower stock. It is 
very difficult to forget insulting condescension 
when this comes from a related group. And I 
don’t know of any other two groups as antagon- 
istic to each other as were the Jews of Eastern 
and Western Europe. The latter looked upon 
the Eastern European Jews as upon a section of 
the family to be ashamed of. The others, in their 
turn, smarted under the slighting attitude of their 
Western coreligionists. Now the Eastern Ev- 
ropean Jews have succeeded in establishing here, 
under the sun of equality, a world of their own. 
It may be rough and simple but it is a firm and 
brave world full of industriousness, confidence and 
ambition. And above all it is a world without 
pretentious spectators gazing from an invisible 
box in the proscenium. 

The once despised or ill treated American re- 
lative of the German Jewish refugee also feels no 
differently from the other inhabitants of this 
country. The average American, be he an im- 
migrant himself or a descendant of immigrants, 
feels ill at ease when confronted with people who 
escape to the shores of America only to find safety 
and provisional shelter. He makes a natural de- 
mand, that among the motives of immigration 
there should also be some moral, religious or 
even economic ideal beyond the sphere of personal 
need and safety. 


This simple phenomenon I found strikingly ex- 
pressed in a recent letter to the editor of the New 
York Times. In a mood of complaint, the author 
of that letter attempts to present his idea of the 
difference between the new and the old immi- 
grants. He says: Anyone of the immigrants of 
former decades has cherished his specific dream of 
America long before he entered upon these shores. 
The poor peasant laboring in his field, the worker 
in the factory, the prodigal son in his adventurous 
mind, each of them, while plowing, toiling, starv- 
ing, already bore deep in his breast the thought 
of his America. He was therefore American even 
before becoming an immigrant. In this sense— 
the author of the letter concludes—the new im- 
migrants of the last five or six years never will 
become American. They are separated from us by 
a self-erected barrier. 

Although somewhat pitiless, this definition in 
a way hits the nail on the head. (To have been 
able to agree with the basic idea of this letter 
was, to me, a sign of partial conversion on my 
part. Only three years ago I would not even have 
understood it.) 


— WE accept as a fact this attitude of 
mutual caution, it is permissible to ask what 
then is the fundamental “‘idea’’ that distinguishes 
our immigration from all the others and what 
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counter-demands we have to present. To provide 
the right answer to this question, it may be neces- 
sary to give an account of some of the disillusion- 
ments we had experienced since our arrival. 


Let us begin still farther back in our life-history. 
After Hitler came into power and conquered 
country after country, there was one building in 
every large city of Europe that appeared to us 
a holy sanctuary. Temples of hope, we called 
them in our minds. But, strictly speaking, these 
buildings represented something that in Hitlerian 
Europe became a matter of the past. These 
were the buildings that housed the American 
Consulates. 

To tell the truth, today, in the heart of Amer- 
ica, we sometimes feel a nostalgia for these far- 
away buildings as something more American than 
anything we had since experienced. Why was it 
that we so much liked to enter these buildings, to 
loiter in their corridors and to speak to the of- 
ficials within them? Why was it that our dreams 
and desires centered about them? You will no 
doubt say: no wonder, since these buildings repre- 
sented the light in your darkness, the gate to your 
safety and liberty, an isle of salvation in the midst 
of a sea of terror. But when we look back we 
find that our predilection for these Consulate 
buildings sprang from a more intimately personal 
motive. Here, we felt, we were not different 
from other people. It was not the pitying looks of 
the officials nor their gentle manners and voices 
which bespoke their understanding and solidarity 
that pleased us so much, but rather the way we 
were made to feel that our dignity and equality 
with all other men had been regained. It may 
sound paradoxical but it was not the welcome ac- 
corded us as potential Americans but the fact 
that we were treated as fully privileged Europeans 
that raised our morale. For in spite of all hor- 
rors and humiliation, both those already visited 
upon us as well as those that were still only threat- 
ening, our values had still remained unchanged. 
It would have been our final defeat and the end of 
our spiritual existence had it been otherwise. We 
still retained our self-respect. We regarded our 
dignity and equality as Europeans as our right- 
full heritage. The offices of the American Con- 
sulates therefore meant to us the continuance of 
a known order, the continuance of the spirit of 
Europe’s better days. Whereas the accidental in- 
terruption of this order by the national plebeioc- 
racy called Hitlerism did not force us to com- 
promise our values. To put it the Austrian way— 
our standard of liberty was still Francis Joseph 
and not Adolph Hitler. 

It was this inner demand for dignity under 
whose guidance and for whose preservation we 
came to this country. That does not mean that 
we cherished illusions. We knew something about 
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the economic crisis in America. We had had time 
enough to brood over statistics concerning the mil- 
lions of jobless in this country. Likewise we had 
enough imagination to visualize the infectious na- 
ture of Hitlerism in the world. As “expert” vic- 
tims we knew well enough that nothing in the 
world is equally provoking to impulses of aggres- 
sion against a group as the weakness and help- 
lessness of the group itself. And, on the whole, 
we belonged to that social stratum which meets 
with but little favor anywhere, and one within 
which jealousy and envy flourish, in other words 
we belonged to the intellectuals—the superfluous. 
Because of all these factors we could easily fore- 
see that our welcome in America would be a bit 
cooler than the one extended by the American 
consular officials in Europe. 


And yet, so far as the economic angle is con- 
cerned, our reception was quite friendly. It was 
quite a different matter that gave us our first dis- 
appointments. 


We are told to praise our fortune which re- 
leased us from a thousand grave injuries such as 
degradation to the level of the beast, starvation, 
concentration camps. And, indeed, we are grateful 
to fate for having brought us here. But who 
would, nevertheless, be so rash as to say off hand 
whether we wanted to change those evils otherwise 
than on a one hundred percent basis? Whether 
some might not doubt the preference of incomplete 
equality to complete inequality? The involuntary 
nature of the complete inequality over there has a 
tragic dignity of its own, a negative dignity, so 
to speak. But voluntariness has to be served with 
unconditional values if it is to turn into satisfied 
dignity. Who knows, there may even have been 
those who would have written on their banner 
“better a complete concentration camp than half 
of liberty”. 


There was one word in particular, which from 
the very beginning of our days in America, was a 
source of disappointment. I don’t know whether 
it was on a billboard, in an advertisement or on 
a hotel door that I first saw the word Restricted. 
The shock it produced will be hard to forget. 
(Perhaps we were shocked because of its Hitlerian 
connotations. In Germany, however, it took a 
revolution to introduce this word into common 
usage.) Nor was I the only one to be thus im- 
pressed by it. Metaphorically speaking it was the 
second American word we heard after receiving 
our quota number. The first came from the consul 
or vice-countul in our native town—it was, Good 


Luck. 


Some may smile at this over-sensitiveness. Is 
it not a symptom of our un-American approach 
to things? I can understand them. I already 
heard the arguments on this matter. You have a 
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different conception of pride. Yours is the volun- 
tary seclusion on the basis of participation in gen- 
eral rights. You may even like this segregation 
if it is at the same time accompanied by a greater 
political freedom. Somebody even explained this 
matter to me in the following aphoristic formula: 
That’s the difference between us and you. Before 
Hitler you had enjoyed in Germany all social 
privileges. In exchange your political status was 
very fragile, your safety was always in dispute. 
The “sins” of your social equality were punished 
by the politician.. Here, the reverse is the case. 
We renounce certain prerogatives, some of them 
rather ridiculous; we prescribe to ourselves some 
social limitations. We don’t want to break our 
heads on walls that others erected for their own 
social “protection” or isolation. In exchange we 
are safer, we need not fear eruptions of revenge. 
And we remain politically fully privileged. 


But notwithstanding the clear sounding logic of 
these words, they remain doubtful from our point 
of view. In fact, it is about this word Restricted 
that all the distinctions between the new immi- 
grants and the old, and especially the once poor 
refugees from Russia, Poland and Rumania, are 
centered. Here is the crossroad where our think- 
ing deviates from theirs. The pride of self- 
seclusion reminds us of the ghetto. To take refuge 
in self-consciousness has always seemed odious to 
our minds. Political equality, to us, is but the 
continuation and the product of unlimited personal 
equality. Whether one approves of these attitudes 
or not, they exist and constitute the difference be- 
tween the new and the old immigration. It results 
from this deep-rooted difference that while you, 
being products of oppression and resignation in 
Eastern Europe find strength in a retreat to 
Jewish values (the same is equally true of Italians, 
Chinese and other nationalities in this country) 
we, who were politically more favored in Europe 
before the advent of Hitlerism, discovered these 
strongholds of resistance too late. To us, more- 
over, equality seemed and still seems the normal 
order in our relations with other peoples while, as 
a matter of habit, we still look upon persecutions 
as accidents. But to you, who are the corporeal 
expression of Jewish history, discrimination repre- 
sents the permanent element and equality but the 
exception. When retreating to the old national 
values you therefore live in the shadow of the 
past and of the future; we generally live for the 
present moment and are often inspired by bold 
fictions. 

The above, however, may be regarded as an 
inner matter, beween Jews and Jews only. But 
there is a more general ominous danger if such 
concepts as Restricted come to be taken for grant- 
ed. If restrictions come to be tolerated in one 
field, they can easily spread to other spheres. If 
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the nature of residents or house guests can be 
restricted, then why not that of opinions as well 
as the right of certain individuals or groups to 
express these opinions? Thus after we learned 
about restrictions, we next encountered the com- 
mandment: Don’t criticize! It meant, no criticism 
from your side, you being only newcomers, im- 
migrants, refugees. 

Of course, we can understand this too. But I 
remember bitter and wonderfully invigorating 
criticism coming from Americans living “over 
there’. One of them, a certain Mr. Ward, sat 
at our Stammtisch (with Franz Werfel, Alexander 
Moissi, Franz Blei and others) in a Viennese 
cafe during the first world war. He was less than 
an alien; he was an inimical neutral. But how we 
laughed at his ingenious and sarcastic remarks 
aimed directly at our patriotic sensibilities. And 
the waiters, too, hanging around with pricked up 
ears, shared in the laughter. You will say, oh, that 
was old Vienna. But my thoughts go back to 
Berlin (the pre-Hitlerian Berlin of centuries ago, 
‘ it now seems) to reveal similar reminiscences. 
Criticism to our mind was always right, provided 
only that it was effective and to the point. In a 
comic play by George Kaiser, a morose and quar- 
relsome passenger from Berlin to New York is 
asked about his cross moods and he repiies in 
words which may’serve as a serious and even pro- 
gramatical definition of our point of view: “Wnerc 
a man can take offense, there he should take root.” 
It is a somewhat strange reply but an excellent 
credo. At least one thing remains true: to be able 
to take offense already implies having taken roots. 
Indifference and self-effacement are the worst 
signs that one feels at home. Conversely, you 
should have discovered in our propensity to criti- 
cize the first sign of our love for this country. 


E NOW come to the saddest part of this 
W article. 

Dignity, to be sure, is a double edged concept. 
We cannot ask for a respect which we do not 
prove ourselves worthy of. We cannot claim a 
dignity which within our own ranks we deny our- 
selves. Looked at from this angle, the previous 
paragraphs may seem exaggerated. For when I 
look around me I do not find many co-exiles very 
deserving in this regard. Some of them jumped 
avidly into the role of well behaved humility. 
Others complacently adopted the entire catechism 
of our censors, including the commandment “do 
not criticize.’’ Some want us to forget the German 
language, others demand that we only throw away 
our hats because they are too conspicuously Eu- 
ropean. And a select, self-appointed few seem to 
have established themselves as a secret tribunal 
to watch and inquire whether we are American 


enough. 
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If I were an American citizen, I would devise a 
simple method for finding out whether any of the 
above have any rightful claims to dignity or to 
Americanism. I would hand them a questionnaire 
containing but two questions. First, when did you 
leave Germany (or Austria or Czechoslovakia) ? 
Second, why so late? From such an inquiry, one 
surprising fact would at once come to the surface. 
The painful effort to be inconspicuous here and 
the submissiveness while still in Germany of those 
answering such questionnaires, would appear to 
be in direct ratio to the date of their departure 
from Europe and arrival in America. 


I do not like to open old wounds. But we know 
how desperately some of these newcomers (whom 
I would rather call late comers) clung to the hope 
that they would be permitted to stay longer in 
Hitler Germany. There were some among them 
(today “bright boys” in immigrant life + and 
severe judges of what is right and wrong in our 
behavior) who edited newspapers under the con- 
trol of Hitler commissars and, were they only 
permitted, would have continued at their jobs to 
all eternity. Others strapped themselves to their 
office desks and did not get up until they were 
kicked out by a storm trooper. When blamed for 
this tenacity, they whined: But I had a mother 
there! I could not abandon my business and my 
responsibilities! To this the answer is easy. We all 
had mothers there. We all quit jobs and responsi- 
bilities. Dignity cannot survive in an air of degra- 
dation even for an hour. The man possessing and 
treasuring his dignity will flee to the vast un- 
known at the very first moment the attempt is 
made to degrade him. Oscar Maria Graf, the 
Bavarian poet, fled though he had an old mother. 
(He recently dedicated a wonderful book to her.) 
Einstein fled though he was engaged in important 
work. 

Now, having landed here, it is precisely this 
type of late-comer who preaches to us the evangel 
of good manners and of unconditional adaptation 
to this country. Setting himself up as a schoul 
master, this type issues edicts: 

Don’t speak German in a loud voice in the 
street ! 

Don’t meddle in American political questions! 

Try to assume an American air! 

Make yourself as inconspicuous as possible! 

With the first point I could agree, in case of 
need, since my preference is not on the side of 
Germanism. (Although I notice something which 
runs contrary to our dignity. Our German talk, 
when it irritates at all, seems to have this effect 
only on anti-Semites, whereas a Yorkville German 
scarcely seems to give offense to passers by with his 
German talk.) As to expressing views on Amer- 
ican political matters, I received a personal lesson 
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after Jewish Frontier for October published an 
article of mine concerning the presidential elec- 
tions. There was no sign of excitement or indigna- 
tion from any American that an immigrant frank- 
ly expressed his views on an American event. It 
was immigrants, on the other hand, who took ex- 
ception to it. The article, I am told, was even 
circulated in a certain office as a sample of “how 
not to do it”. (What not to say in order to be a 
good immigrant.) But the last, and most im- 
portant, commandment is the crystallization of 
this entire program—make yourself inconspicu- 
ous! 

There we have it. Inconspicuousness as a 
nostrum for regaining our place as human beings 
under the sun. 

It is the old play with new masks. Instead of 
proudly clinging to their values and being them- 
selves (and thus also enriching their neighbors) 
this type of immigrant tries to appear what he is 
not and what he probably never completely will 
be. They believe they have learned their lesson 


Why Is the C.1.O. 
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from Germany when they try a new combination 
of self-effacement. But the trouble is that in Ger- 
many they tried to be inconspicuous in their quality 
of Jews and wished to pass as Germans. Now 
they follow the same error in trying to disappear 
as Europeans and to become good Americans in 
the course of a few days. Their anxiety and self- 
confidence are again misplaced. Their impetuous 
Americanism unmasks itself in their worried looks 
and only serves to accentuate the European within 
them. There cannot be much love for such Amer- 
icanism. And the European within them, instead 
of seeking his due, makes a deep bow. 

Don’t they understand that there is nothing 
as provoking at this time as a parading of one’s 
weaknesses? That it is the appearance of a trem- 
bling creature itself which points the direction 
where the blows shall fall? 

Dignity, dignity, Dr. Kohn. We are here for 
the sake of our dignity. We ask it from America. 
Don’t lose America by recoiling from dangers 
which you create in yielding. 


lsolationist ? 





ET NO one fool himself! The C. I. O. con- 

vention just held at Atlantic City involved 
more than the American labor movement, im- 
portant as that is. It was no formal annual con- 
vention decreed by the constitution, reporting 
programs, pointing with pride, and passing rubber- 
stamp resolutions. It was an alignment of forces 
on the most crucial issues facing the nation, with 
no holds barred. The officers knew it, the dele- 
gates knew it, and the innocent by-standers couldn’t 
remain innocent long. Perhaps it was this sense 
of tremendous choices to be made, which gave 
each session its vitality. Rarely did the convention 
sag into routine. Almost always there was the 
tempo of action and discussion. You might not 
like the course the convention took, but you 
couldn’t help admiring the strength of its sinew. 


The first casual impression one got from the 
convention was the extraordinary high level of 
the speaking ability of the participants. Every 
seasoned attender of congresses and meetings of 
all varieties anticipates with dread the dreary flow 
of words, colorless, unimaginative, uninformative, 
which pours over the listeners. You've heard it 
all before, and if some one manages to grace an 
old formula with a fresh twist, you wake up 
gratefully. I found myself wondering again and 
again why a miner’s delegate should speak more 
forcefully, more interestingly than an intellectual, 





by Marie Syrkin 


whose medium is words, or for that matter than a 
professional speaker who tours the country an- 
nually. One explanation, apart from the particular 
endowments of the individuals involved, may lie 
in the subconscious sense of futility which besets 
the intellectual. If he speaks on peace or the 
menace of fascism, he knows that he is spinning 
out the same generalizations with little variation, 
which are part of the mental atmosphere of our 
period. Except in the rarest instances, he knows 
that he has nothing new to contribute and that 
he is merely stimulating the audience to almost 
automatic responses. However, when a steel 
worker speaking on national defense starts dis- 
cussing the terms under which his union will make 
munitions, and then launches into a discussion of 
American involvement in the European war, he 
is touching rock-bottom. The decision of his 
union involves more than the particular labor 
contract it may secure. The debate in which steel 
workers, mine workers, and auto workers—all 
representative of the chief defense industries— 
engage, becomes of immediate national import- 
ance. 


Furthermore, the quality of the English used 
at the C.I.O. was something of a revelation. There 
was American English, salty, earthy, full of 
flavor, yet with occasional startling flights of 
poetry. No academic precision had flattened out 
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the rich Irich brogue of Michael Quill, the Scotch 
tang of Philip Murray, the sultry eloquence of the 
Negro delegates or the Welsh Bible-thumping 
of John Lewis. And let no one tell you that Amer- 
ican workers, “Anglo-Saxons”, are restrained, 
impassive. True, the dislike of affectation—‘“no 
weasel words’’—is there, but in addition one finds 
an unexpected emotionalism, not theatrical, but 
simple. When Murray says, “I lay myself naked 
that you may have the truth” it does not sound 
false. It is in character with the emotional direct- 
ness one felt at the convention. These husky 
men laugh lustily, but tears well up in their eyes 
unashamedly. 


There were at the convention two dramas, the 
personal drama of John L. Lewis, who stole the 
show from beginning to end, and the profounder 
though less obvious drama of the conflict between 
the “right” and “left’’ unions. Since the figure 
of John Lewis was one of the crucial stakes in 
this conflict, one has to appreciate his stature 
before understanding how his fate charged the 
political atmosphere of the convention. Anyone 
who thought that the Lewis endorsement of Will- 
kie would cause him to lose his hold on the C.I.O. 
made a mistake. His-every appearance before the 
convention, from the first session to the last, was 
an individual triumph. I am not referring to the 
demonstrations, and parades, and orations which 
were part of the tradition of the American con- 
vention—though even these bore all the marks of 
spontaneous enthusiasm. I am referring to the 
way in which his personality dominated the Con- 
vention throughout. One has to see and hear 
Lewis to appreciate his power as a speaker. 
Phrases which ring ornate and over-rhetorical 
when read in a newspaper the morning after, were 
extraordinarily effective when delivered by him. 
He has the great actor’s talent, not of declama- 
tion, but of savoring and revitalizing each word 
as he utters it slowly, creatively. His frequent 
Biblical allusions—‘I shall smite him hip and 
thigh,” his Shakesperean bombast “By all the 
Gods of high Olympus”, his Elizabethan echoes 
“Twenty-five years ago, come the flowers of next 
May” give one no sense of artifices. They sound 
as genuine as his savage, colloquial humor. He 
can follow a prophetic thunderbolt with a Mae 
West drawl, and provokes no sense of the incon- 
gruous. Rachel may weep in the wilderness, but 
she always gets back under the shade of the old 
apple tree before Lewis is through. He stands 
. there, huge, bushy-browed, “Jeonine”’ and baleful. 
The demagogue par excellence! Not the dema- 
gogue of the Father Coughlin variety, whose 
phoniness is apparent from the first tremulous 
sanctimonious cadence to any except the most 
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limited intelligence—but a more menacing Fuehrer 
type, home-spun and militant enough for the 
masses, brilliant and keen enough to impress the 
intelligentzia. The communists fully appreciate 
his force, and are at present playing ball with 
him, though they trust him as little as he trusts 
them. Lewis is an element to be reckoned with, 
not only in the American labor movement, but in 
the American political scene. His parting words, 
“I go not as a dying gladiator, nor even as one 
sorely wounded”’, were as much a threat as a vale- 
diction. Nobody, except perhaps his closest as- 
sociates, knows now where ‘Lewis is headed. But 
that he is staging a come-back for the next con- 
vention there is little doubt. 

Why then, with his tremendous personal in- 
fluence, was the draft Lewis movement not strong 
enough to force his re-election at Atlantic City? 
It may be assumed that if Lewis could have been 
certain of unified support he would have made the 
“sacrifice” of changing his mind, but the powerful 
opposition presented by the “right” unions, the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers and the Textile 
Workers, led by Sidney Hillman made such an 
expectation impossible. At the convention, due 
to the C.I.O. ruling that no Union, no matter what 
its size, can send more than ten delegates, the 
combined opposition was numerically weak among 
the 500 delegates present. However, the C.I.O. 
officers had to bear in mind that though the Amal- 
gamated and the Textile workers together could 
only send 20 delegates to participate in the dis- 
cussions, these 20 delegates represented nearly 
700,000 workers whereas a Technicians union of 
only 7,300 members sent as many as 3 delegates. 
Though completely outnumbered on the conven- 
tion floor, and consequently giving an external 
impression of impotence, the opposition unions, 
together with all dissident elements in the pro- 
Lewis unions, easily totalled over a million work- 
ers, a quarter of the total membership of the 
C.1.0.—a force which Lewis had to consider in 
making his calculations. 

What was the nature of the opposition? After 
one boils down the debates on a variety of resolu- 
tions dealing with every possible question that can 
affect labor, one may permit oneself the luxury 
of several generalizations. The majority led by 
the “left”? was anti-Roosevelt, anti national de- 
fense, and anti-aid to Britain. In short, consciously 
or unconsciously, it followed the present com- 
munist line in every important essential. I say 
this despite the fact that the convention went on 
record condemning communism as well as fascism, 
and expressed its sympathy for the “right kind” 
of defense program. What is important is the 
moral temperature in which these resolutions were 
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conceived. Not a single resolution involving na- 
tional defense, or peace, or conscription made any 
distinction between victim and aggressor, between 
democracy and fascism. The tenor was always 
“not to become involved in the present horrible 
war raging in Europe.” Had Citrine, the repre- 
sentative of British labor, appeared at the C.I.O. 
Convention instead of on the platform of the 
American Federation of Labor, he would have 
been booed as lustily in Atlantic City as he was 
cheered in New Orleans. Lewis’ official report, 
adopted by the convention, contains such character- 
istic sentences as ‘“The excessive expenditures for 
national defense will undoubtedly be used in the 
coming months as the basis for further decrease 
in provisions for the unemployed”. Such sentences, 
as well as the constant thrusts by delegates at 
‘‘war-mongering” ‘‘war-hysteria” and conscrip- 
tion, coupled with constant attacks on every pos- 
sible New Deal short-coming, and the position 
taken by the C.I.O. in regard to the struggle be- 
tween England and Hitler, are enough to indicate 
the tone. One does not have to be a Sherlock 
Holmes to detect the over-tone. The communist 
tom-toms were beating to discredit the foreien 
and domestic policy of the Roosevelt administ1a- 
tion. Since there was plenty to complain about, 
there was plenty of ammunition. Almost every 
delegate wore a button “Abolish the poll tax,” 
almost every delegate who spoke protested the 
award of government defense contracts to Beth- 
lehem Steel and Ford. Surely no protests could 
be more justified, but one felt throughout the con- 
vention that the attacks sprang less from the 
desire to remedy specific abuses than to strike at 
the administration. Lewis’ lament about “The 
52 million shrunken bellies” in our country—and 


incidentally no one knows the basis for his figures’ 


—was tied up with the significant statement: 
‘Perhaps at times we have concerned ourselves 
with trying to impose our opinion on the whole 
world with respect to the. philosophies and the 
political ideologies of the various countries before 
we put our own house in order. America’s house 
is not in order.” By the time Hitlerism is dignified 
by the description of ‘‘political ideology” and op- 
position to it labelled as neglect of American 
needs, we know that we are straight in the arms 
of the Nazi-Soviet pact. I venture to say this 
despite Lewis’ picturesque assertion that all so 
believing “‘lie in their beards and lie in their 
bowels.” 


It was this trend that the so-called “right” 
unions opposed. Amalgamated and Textile dele- 
gates took what is popularly described as the 
“liberal” line. When the convention urged that 
“throughout any national emergency labor's 
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rights, as embodied in the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act, the Wage and Hour Act, the Walsh- 
Healey Act, the Guffey Coal Stabilization Act, 
the Social Security Act and other legislations must 
be preserved,” one minority delegate had the 
temerity to suggest that the author of this legis- 
lation, Roosevelt, be indicated. Another, com- 
plaining about the fact that there was no mention 
of the new President of the United States in The 
C. I. O. News, wanted to know whether Willkie 
had won the election. Several speaking on ‘con- 
scription and national defense, urged the conven- 
tion to be mindful of the threat to the nation and 
to labor in a conquering Nazism. The Amalga- 
mated sought the passage of a resolution demand- 
ing more energetic efforts to secure unity with the 
A. F. L. It failed of adoption, and elicited some 
of Lewis’ best-brewed vitriol directed at that 
“pusillanimous traitor,” that “poltroon’”—‘Old 


Lady Green.” 


The efforts of the opposition to bring the con- 
vention to some realization of the actualities of 
the present international situation were received 
as “flag-waving’” ‘“‘war-mongering”’ and a sellout 
of labor’s rights. It must be admitted that the 
opposition had no speakers of the calibre of the 
majority. The best talent was at the service of 
the Lewis administration. Even Hillman’s speech 
in explanation of the policies of the National De- 
fense Commission was less effective than the 
speeches of Lewis, Quill or Curran. But no 
amount of oratorical skill would have bridged the 
gap. The cleavage of attitudes was too fundamen- 
tal and profound. Because of the cleavage, com- 
rades of the “left” kept referring to the Amal- 
gamated as “disrupters” and “‘saboteurs.”” Lewis 
himself did not hesitate to invite the Amalgamated 
to follow the unions that had returned to the 
A. F. of L. “Dubinsky took the easy way. Za- 
ritzky took the easy way. If there is anybody 
else in the C.I.O. who wants to take the easy way, 
let them go.”” And the particular inflection Lewis 
gave to “Dubinsky” and ‘‘Zaritzky” would have 
been worth money to “Social Justice”. Of course, 
Lewis would deny all charges of anti-Semitism. 
Some of his best friends really are! However, the 
minority unions did not propose to oblige Lewis 
and insisted on their democratic right, to voice 
their views and stay within the C.I.O. despite all 
behests to depart. 


Not only Washington and Moscow had their 
emissaries at the convention; Rome was there too. 


Though the Daily Worker had cause to rejoice 
at the ‘“‘peace”’ stand of the C.I.O. and contrast it 
with the “war-mongering” of the A.F.L. where 
support of the defense program and aid to Britain 
were advocated, it was obliged to deplore the 
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“ism” resolution, which condemns Nazism, Com- 
munism and Fascism. The passage of this reso- 
lution was secured by the arrival of black-robed 
priests who put pressure on the C.I.O. leaders, 
many of whom are devout Catholics. In the clash 
of two faiths, the old and deeper entrenched won. 
However, the communists claimed a victory in 
the significant phrase included in the resolution 
“There is room for us all in this great movement.” 
Furthermore, they managed to squelch the sub- 
stitute of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
who wished to make communists ineligible for 
office in the C.I.O. All things considered, the com- 
munists have much to congratulate themselves on 
in the course of the convention, as their paeans 
to the C.I.O. in the Daily Worker and New 
Masses indicate. 


It is still too early to forecast the direction that 
will be taken by the new President. The com- 
promise candidate, Philip Murray, the Scotch 
miner, who has been chairman of the Steel Work- 
ers Organizing Committee since 1936, is a com- 
plete foil to Lewis in manner and appearance. He 
looks like a minister. “Mild” is the adjective that 
comes to mind, but he speaks with austerity and 
firmness. He has none of the color and drama 
of Lewis, but he is moving in his own way. He is 
deeply religious. His speech is simple and devout. 
When Lewis quotes the Bible, it is literature. 
When Murray upon his election says, “I stand 
here before you today humble in the eyes of God,” 
it is genuine piety, so impressive that you remem- 
ber it. With some humor he observed in his ad- 
dress of acceptance “I find that many of the news 
organs in this country observed and suggested that 
if this terrible man Lewis were pushed out of the 
way, this mild man Murray, this moderate, vac- 
cilating, weak individual would immediately rush 
somewhere to perfect an agreement with the 
American Federation of Labor. Well, I just want 
you to know, my friends, as I told you the other 
day, I think I am a man, I think I have convic- 
tion, I think I have a soul and a heart and a mind. 
And I want to let you in on something there; with 
the exception of course, of my soul, they all belong 
to me, everyone of them.” 


Murray differed with Lewis on the question of 
Roosevelt during the election, but Murray is 
Lewis’ closest associate. Lewis vacated the chair 
by “moving two steps to the left,” to use his own 
pun, but whether his abdication is formal or real 
remains to be seen. As President of the United 
Mine Workers, the largest union in the C.I.O. he 
retains immense power. And in this connection, 
it might not be amiss to point out that from 1925 
to 1933 the United Mine Workers Union lost 

‘over two-thirds of its membership. Then came 
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Roosevelt and the right of collective bargaining. 


To quote “Men Who Lead Labor’, one of whose — 


authors is an editor of the New Masses: “Then 
came 1933 and the N.R.A. Lewis, the modern 
Samson, struck out with Section 7-A. In a few 
months he recruited most of the coal miners into 
the United Mine Workers of America.” . So, 
thanks to the New Deal, Lewis is in a position to 
make his anti-New Deal animus felt. 

The C.I.O. is vital, energetic, ambitious. One 
left the convention with a new respect for Amer- 
ican labor. One also left it with fear. It is as 
though one saw a magnificent young stallion fit 
to win a race, but which was speeding, with all 
its grace and power, away from the goal. Unless 
the C.I.O. abandons its course of “‘isolationism’’, 
it may hurt labor and the nation more than it will 
help them. The crucial question of national de- 
fense and rearmament, before it is too late, may 
be determined in good measure by the mass pro- 
duction workers of the C.I1.O. That is why their 
political orientation is of paramount importance 
to the nation. 


That is why the unscrupulous Fuehrer complex 
of Lewis, which can lead him to such reactionary 
machinations as the Willkie endorsement, and the 
communist desire to prevent adequate rearmament, 
make the combined influence of these elements so 
unfortunate a phenomenon in the C.I.O. 





Ladies and Gentlemen 


HAD BEEN STAYING IN A HOTEL IN A SOUTH- 

ern city. In the morning an elderly Negro 
woman came in to clean the room. I was aware 
that the etiquette of the chivalrous South required 
that a guest at a hotel must leave the door of his 
room open when a strange woman enters. But 
the Negro chambermaid closed the door. I thought 
she did so by accident and reopened it. 


Her reaction was immediate and spontaneous. 
The towels dropped from her hands to the floor 
and she burst out crying. 


Later she explained that she wept for joy. It 
appears that southern rules of chivalrous etiquette 
do not apply to Negro women, and hotel room 
doors may be closed on them. Who would sus- 
pect a white man of ungentlemanly behavior tow- 
ard a Negro woman? By opening the door I had 
unwittingly made her feel that she too was a 
“lady”. 

I will tell it to my husband, she said, and he will 
also feel like a gentleman. 


SPECTATOR. 
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agate MONTH Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was 
sentenced to four years “rigorous imprison- 
ment.” After Gandhi, Nehru is the most impor- 
tant and influential figure in the national life of 
India. The severity of the sentence imposed upon 
him for his propaganda activities is therefore an 
indication of the tense relations prevailing between 
the government and the leadership of the Indian 
National movement. 

It is difficult to obtain a detailed picture of what 
is now going on in India. Messages are strictly 
censored and publications, although relatively un- 
hampered in expressing their opinions, reach this 
country only after protracted delay. But if one 
reads carefully between the lines of such impor- 
tant Indian publications as Harijan and Modern 
Monthly, the following picture is obtained: 

Gandhi is still the central figure in Indian na- 
tional life, and although he does not officially be- 
long to the leading group of the All-Indian 
National Congress, he exerts a political and moral 
influence surpassing that of any other person. 
The government, on the other hand, is aware of 
this influence and knows that Gandhi’s policies will 
be shared by the other leaders. The Viceroy 
lives in constant fear lest Gandhi employ his most 
effective weapon—the fast. 

It is not true that Gandhi has acquiesced to the 
inevitability of participating in the war. When 
he declared that a war against Nazi Germany 
would be a justified war—if any war could be 
justified—he was misunderstood to have sanc- 
tioned the present conflict. But Gandhi remained 
a one hundred percent pacifist and even saw fit 
to send his congratulations to the King of Belgium 
and Marshal Petain of France when they ceased 
hostilities. He did so, apparently, in the hope 
that a cessation of hostilities would inaugurate a 
period of militant pacifism, a hope in which he 
was sadly disillusioned. Some time ago he ad- 
dressed a message to the people of England in 
which he urged them to meet Hitler’s army of in- 
vasion unarmed save with an heroic spirit of 
passive resistance. 

Gandhi's undiminished pacifism evoked earnest 
debate within the Indian National Congress. The 
Congress adopted the principle of non-violence 
only so far as internal matters are concerned, the 
avoidance of armed conflict te attain independence 
from the British Empire. But it stressed the 
need for being armed against aggression from 
without. This enemy from without is visualized 


as the Axis powers and, under certain circum- 
stances, the Soviet Union, all of them empires 
with ambitions in India. 


Nehru Goes to Prison 






The negotiations of the Indian National Con- 
gress with the British government have so far led 
to no positive results. Gandhi as well as the 
Congress demanded that England issue an un- ' 
equivocal statement of its aim to end English rule 
in India immediately after the war and to hand 
over the government of the country to a demo- 
cratically constituted body. Responsible leaders 
of the Congress now declare that even Dominion 
status is no longer acceptable. ‘First absolute 
freedom, then we may voluntarily ask to be ad- 
mitted as a Dominion,” this is the present slogan. 
Nehru goes still further. He visualizes a radical 
change in the structure of the British Empire into 
which India would not fit. But even if the present 
structure should remain, he is opposed to joining 
a commonwealth of Dominions containing such 
members as South Africa with its anti-Hindu laws. 
On the. other hand he looks forward to greater 
cooperation between India and its geographic 
neighbors. But whatever their views for the 
future, Indian patriots are today united in their 
demand that England promise complete independ- 
ence. In exchange for such a promise they are 
willing to aid England in this war. Gandhi, na- 
turally, promises no military aid under any circum-. 
stances. But it may be assumed with assurance 
that he would not interfere with such military 
cooperation. 


The British government, however, is far from 
ready to liquidate the empire. And even though 
the laborites in the government may not think in 
imperial terms, their influence is counterbalanced 
by people like Amery, Eden, Lord Lloyd and 
others. It is therefore quite possible that Nehru’s 
suspicions about British plans for the future are 
well founded. It is conceivable that after the war 
England will seek to tighten the bonds between the 
mother country and the Dominions. The present 
situation, under which Ireland remained neutral 
although holding Dominion status and South 
Africa joined England in the war only by the 
barest majority, is looked upon with grave doubts 
by many Englishmen. 

There had been moments in the recent past 
when Indian National circles thought of taking 
drastic steps. A plan had been considered to 
establish a national government parallel to the 
existing authorities and see which one of these 
the people would obey. Such a move in the midst 
of war would undoubtedly have resulted in much 
violence. There are grounds for the assumption 
that Gandhi dissuaded the originators of this plan 
from putting it into effect. Under Gandhi's in- 
fluence civil disobedience on a mass scale has also 
been abandoned for the present and on numerous 
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occasions he declared that nothing should be done 
at this time to embarrass England as long as 
the war continues. This strategy, which may at 
first sight appear paradoxical in a country that has 
been under British domination for generations, is 
shared by the vast majority of the population. 
For no matter what grievances Indian’ patriots 
may have against England, they cannot but con- 
clude that a British defeat in this war would be 
the greatest catastrophe for India and its national 
aspirations. 

But it is a far cry from understanding the 
world situation, and India’s place in it, to full- 
hearted cooperation with England. Despite the 
healthy realization of what an Axis victory would 
mean for the future of India, Indian patriots are 
also aware that war has been declared in the name 
of India without consulting the party concerned. 
Indian soldiers serve in Egypt and Sudan. Mili- 
tary supplies are produced and exported to vari- 
ous military fronts of the Empire. In factories 
producing war materials, Indian workers can be 
compelled to work. The defenses of Singapore 
and Hong Kong are largely served by Indians. 
Hundreds of thousands of Indian workers are 
employed in the Strait Settlements. India is thus 
an important element in the defense of England, 
but it is not a political factor and ‘as no say in 
the conduct of. the war. It is therefore natural 
that Indians should feel the need for protest 
against participation in a war for English and 
world democracy without, at the same time, being 
granted democratic self-government. 

To fulfill this inner need, Gandhi authorized 
individual members of the National Congress to 
conduct a campaign against India’s participation 
in the war. This is not a pacifist campaign in all 
cases. Nehru, for instance, is far from Gandhi's 
pacifism and is not opposed in principle to military 
defense of India and even to armed uprising 
against England, under certain circumstances. 
Nehru merely asked the Indian people to refrain 
from participating in the war as long as India’s 
demands are not granted. The effectiveness of 
this propaganda we can merely judge by the 
severe British effort to suppress it. 

That Nehru, and the others who have been ar- 
rested, cannot be accused of sympathy with the 
enemy is obvious even to the British. These In- 
dian nationalists are more passionately anti-Nazi 
than have been-some members of the British gov- 
ernment until recently. None of them wishes 
England’s defeat and all of them—with the pos- 
sible exception of some religious pacifists—are 
ready to give their lives in the struggle against the 
fascist threat if only they would be assured that 
India will obtain its rightful independence. All 
competent observers declare that whatever the 
extreme phraseology of the demands may be, a 








clear promise from the British government that 
after the war India would receive Dominion status 
without delay, would not only calm the mood of 
the people but would also evoke immediate en. 
thusiasm for mass participation in the war. 

: ok * * 

Indian nationalists would be well advised to 
postpone their demands till after the war. They 
should do so not because the past British record 
justifies such faith but because any policy which 
hinders the British war effort plays into the hands 
of the Axis. And a victory of the Axis, Indian 


patriots well know, would mean an end to all their. 


hopes for generations to come. But it is even 
more tragic that, lacking courage and blinded by 
political prejudice, the British government in Lon- 
don does not earnestly seek to win the active sym- 
pathy and complete cooperation of a land con- 
taining one-fifth of the population of the entire 
world. 
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In The Autumn 1940 
Kenyon Review 


KARL MAY: HITLER'S LITERARY MENTOR, 
by Klaus Mann. 


The son of Nobel Prize winner Thomas Mann re- 
veals, for the first time in print, that young Adolf 
Hitler’s favorite novelist was an ex-convict writer of 
faked stories about the American Wild West, and 
argues that Hitler may have learned from Karl May 
his methods of diplomacy and “total war’. 


‘ ~ 
LITERATURE AND THE PROFESSORS: A Sym- 


posium. 


(I) LITERARY HISTORY VS. CRITICISM, by 
Cleanth Brooks, Jr.; (II) SCHOLARS AS CRITICS, 
by Arthur Mizener; (III) IF WE CARE ENOUGH, 
by Sidney Cox; (IV) THE GRADUATE STUDENT 
IN ENGLISH, by Hade Saunders; (V) LITERA- 
TURE AND POWER, by Lionel Trilling. 
« 

Also in the, Autumn Kenyon Review: BASIC ENG- 
LISH AND WORDSWORTH, by William Empson; 
THE IVORY TOWER ON WHEELS,.by Virgil C. 
Aldrich; GEORGE SANTAYANA: THE PHILOS- 
OPHER AS POET, by Philip Blair Rice; Poems; 


Book Reviews. 
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Anglo-Saxon Cultural Dominance 





—. MOST significant consequence of the de- 
velopments in Europe in recent years is the 
apparently permanent disappearance of the Cen- 
tral-European center of gravity from Jewish life. 
Whatever the result of the present war may be, 
it is a fact that the forced mass emigration of the 
younger generation of Central European Jews and 
of the intellectuals, the wholesale reduction of the 
remaining Jews to a state of pauperization and 
their complete banishment from economic life, 
and the growing mortality rate which is not off-set 
by the extremely low birth-rate, all these make a 
regeneration of the Jewish center in Central Eu- 
rope most improbable. Moreover, the year 1933 
has written finis to the power of attraction which 
German culture exerted on continental European 
Jews for a long historical period. For the first 
time in a century and a half, Jews of Central Eu- 
rope have lost their dependence on German cul- 
ture. Anyone who is acquainted with the role 
played by German culture from the days of Men- 
delson and Goethe, until the days of Thomas 


Mann and Martin Buber, will realize how many 


Jews have lost either their cultural home or at least 
an important element of their spiritual orientation. 
Chiefly owing to the linguistic relation between the 
Yiddish and German languages, the latter was 
resorted to by many non-German speaking Jews. 
The German language was spoken and understood 
by the delegates of many international Jewish as- 
semblies including the Zionist Congresses. Theo- 
dor Herzl himself owed a good deal of his per- 
sonal influence on continental European Jews to 
his well-founded reputation as a German author 
and a regular contributor to the Neue Freie 
Presse. 

The Gentile peoples of Central Europe were 
also deeply affected in their cultural life by Ger- 
man, French and English influences as a result of 
the political weight of these nations. All through 
modern times the German, Anglo-Saxon and 
Slavic influences affected the peoples of Europe, 
including the Jews. Today, after the collapse of 
Poland, the Slavic influence is mainly restricted to 
the Jews within Russia and in the newly acquired 
possessions of the Soviet Union. But as a result 
of the political and social constitution of the Soviet 
Union today, the Jews residing within its borders 
have been effectively isolated from world Jewry 
outside. 

Since Soviet and Nazi frontiers are adjoining 
once again, as a result of the disappearance of the 
Czech, Polish and Rumanian buffer states, the 
stage is set for a general cultural concentration of 


by Oscar Karbach 


the’ Jews outside Russia under conditions more 
favorable than any that existed for some centuries. 

Today we have entered a period of Anglo- 
Saxon cultural influence. Jews in all countries 
outside of Russia will, for a comparatively long 
time, be affected by this influence. This is not a 
short-lived result of a transient political constella- 
tion of the last few years, much less of the present 
war. This development, Jewish flight to the flags 
of Anglo-Saxon peoples and cultures, can trace 
its origins more than 50 years ago, to the beginning 
of the large scale immigration of Russian Jews to 
the United States and England following the 
pogroms in the 1880’s and the establishment of 
the foundation for the present-day Jewish centers 
in these countries as well as in Canada, South 


_Africa, Australia and not least, Palestine, whose 


cultural life up to the present shows distinct Anglo- 
Saxon influences operating on a strictly Hebrew 
background. 
attractive force of Anglo-Saxon countries on Jew- 
ish immigration during recent decades, we have 
witnessed the introduction of their cultural influ- 


ence even into the old Jewish settlements in’ 


Europe. 
II. 


Only a political orientation based on a correct 
understanding of the future evolution of this cul- 
tural process will prove useful. If we ask how 
we can materially counteract the weakening of 
Jewish political positions by unilaterial action, it 
will be difficult at this time to find a realistic and at 
the same time, encouraging answer. For the time 
being, we are by no means capable of essentially 
repairing our political position in the world. We 
can accomplish this neither by hastily creating new 
Jewish centers in the midst of a world war, nor 
by increasing our financial contributions. New 
Jewish settlements on a large scale should certainly 
be hailed as humanitarian social achievements, 
and as necessary shelters for human beings in 
despair. But we must look at the future develop- 
ment of such centers with a good measure of 
skepticism, at least until the world will regain its 
balance of power. The more remote such centers 
are to be from the political centers of the white 
race, the greater will be their political importance 
today, as well as within the near future. 9,000 
Germans in the former German colonies in West- 
ern Africa form a remarkable center of power 
within that continent. Even Jewish settlements of 
similar scope would inevitably and shortly en- 
counter serious political resistance. This resist- 
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ance may even be greater than that offered to 
Palestine which is, and which will always remain, 
sufficiently close to the heart of Europe to be elim- 
inated as a possible competitor for the rule of the 
Eastern Mediterranean and even from the role of 
an important political factor in case of new con- 
flicts. 

Our task therefore consists of perceiving and 
facilitating a development which already appears 
to be irrevocable. Whoever proves to be victori- 
ous at the end of the present war, no rival to the 
Anglo-Saxon influence (outside of Russia) among 
Jews will arise. Events in Germany under the 
Nazi regime have irrevocably and completely 
ruled out the possibility of a renaissance of Ger- 
man influence among Jews. Nobody, least of all 
the Germans themselves, can blame the Jews for 
this fact. A decade ago one could have imagined 
that even a nationalist (but not a National Social- 
ist) Germany, perhaps more than any other power 
could have played the role of protector of Jewish 
national aspirations. Such a role was fore- 
shadowed in the cooperation of representatives of 
German and Jewish minorities during the 20’s in 
promoting the “Congresses of European Nation- 
alities.”” These could have effectively fitted into 
the frame work of a policy aiming at the disap- 
pearance of the Treaty of Versailles and at the 
expansion of German influence in Central and 
Eastern Europe. By embarking on an anti-Jewish 
philosophy and policy, the influence of German 
culture among Jews has dropped to the zero level. 
At the same time, the danger of world Jewry 
being divided into three major cultural blocs, has 
been obviated. 

The same development of events will appar- 
ently also bring to an end the harmful atomiza- 
tion of European Jewry into linguistic and cultural 
fragments. For the short-lived national states of 
post-war Europe had practiced a chauvinistic pro- 
gram and the younger generation of Jews has 
grown up speaking numerous languages of but 
small cultural significance. 

An examination of the situation thus reveals 
also a favorable outcome of our recent experi- 
ences. Our new orientation should support the 
evolution in this direction. That does not imply 
a process of assimilation, but an urgently necessary 
development regardless of any possible result of 
the present war. Today such a process is doubly 
important because we are faced with the imminent 
danger not only of cultural atomization, but of 
complete lack of culture. Reduced to utmost 


poverty and scattered throughout the world, Jew- 
ish groups may be lost, not only to Judaism, 
but to cultured mankind, if such a policy is not 
followed. 

The new Jewish emergency settlements arising 
in scattered corners of the world, mostly without 
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a careful plan and frequently merely as a result of 
legislative accident, have really transformed the 
Jewish question into a world-problem. It is one 
of the foremost duties of Jewish groups living 
among Anglo-Saxon peoples, groups which are 
exempted from the necessity for a new orientation, 
to take a hand in this process. Again I repeat that 
this implies no tendencies toward assimilation any 
more than existed among those Eastern European 
Jews who also enjoyed and were benefitted by Ger- 
man and Russian literatures. But the shift from 
German cultural sources to Anglo-Saxon ones, does 
not mean a hostile disposition toward the German 
people, and its future evolution. On the contrary, 
it implies a realistic recognition of an historical 
development caused by Germany’s own policy. 
The Anglo-Saxon cultural orbit provides at least 
as many opportunities for perpetuating Jewish 
individuality as did the German and the Slavic 
cultural spheres of the past. Such a cultural con- 
centration will certainly contribute toward the 
preservation of the scattered Jewish groups and 
their rehabilitation as potential political and intel- 
lectual centers in the coming period of our history. 


III. 


The well known Zionist writer, Robert Weltsch, 
has rightly summed up the Zionist situation within 
an entirely changed world saying: “It is wrong 
to endeavor to graft onto American youth the ide- 
ologies which European Zionists have assimilated 
and which have dominated the movement because 
it had been entirely a European movement hither- 
to.” It was the historic part of the Jews of Central 
Europe, including men like Herzl and Nordau, to 
influence favorably the growth and the philosophy 
of the world Zionist Movement by an admixture 
of originally un-Jewish ideas. The young Central 
European students and reserve army officers of 
Jewish extraction adopted the conception of honor 
that was a heritage of the traditions of chivalry 
that dominated that part of the world. Thus 
they began to look at assimilation as an unworthy 
attempt to steal into the society of others and 
on Zionism as the honorable way of rehabilitat- 
ing themselves individually through the general 
rehabilitation of the Jewish people. European 
Zionism has always operated on the background 
of ever-growing Jewish uneasiness and a sense of 
an approaching threat. Zionism would also not 
have grown into a world movement, were it not 
for the existence of anti-Semitism on one hand, 
and the right to organize, to propagandize, to 
assemble in conferences and congresses and to col- 
lect and transfer money for the work in Palestine. 
As a result of a different historical development, 
the background is different in America. More- 
over, European Zionists had looked forward to 
the admission of a free Jewish commonwealth in 
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Palestine into the community of European peoples. 
Today, that community has been reduced to the 
isolated Anglo-Saxon element. Accordingly, we 
now hear Palestine hailed as “the outpost of dem- 
ocracy.” It will be difficult to maintain and to 
foster intimate cultural relations between the only 
surviving powerful Jewish center in America, with 
its conservative liberalism, and the Palestinian 
Jewish community which lies exposed to all the 
spiritual storms of its fermenting surroundings, 
an area where liberalism, as it is known in America 
has no historical background. The wholesale 
transposition of Zionist philosophy to the field of 
religious and humanitarian sentiments may well 
be in store. Owing to the tremendous importance 
of the American Jews, no outright conflicts are to 
be anticipated. But there does remain the threat 
of a growing cultural misunderstanding. As long 
as the numerical ratio of American Jews to those 
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in Palestine remains what it is today, it would 
be wishful dreaming to expect Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv to exert a real spiritual influence on 
New York and Chicago. But within the limits 
of the Jewish orbit, knowledge and understand- 
ing of historical developments may be effectively 
used to compensate for the vanished modifying 
role heretofore played by continental European 
Jewry. 

The tremendous importance of the situation of 
American Jews in our time needs no further 
elaboration. As the spiritual orientation and inde- 
pendence of American Jewry will for a long time 
to come be nearly identical with the fate of world 
Jewry, the final reaction and attitude of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community toward these new ideas 
may prove descisive for the shaping of the next 
period of our history. 


by Norman Bentwich 





| HAVE KNOWN Henrietta Szold for about half her 
life; and from the beginning our friendship has been 


associated with Palestine. The first time we met, as far as 
I remember, was in the early years of the century; she 
came to us in England with her mother on her return from 
a first visit to the land of Israel. She had received the 
inspiration not only for herself but for all with whom she 
was in touch. For her Palestine was thenceforth seen both 
as the spiritual and the physical home of the Jew. After 
that journey she began, in her gentle and modest way, to 
organize the Hadassah as a means of raising the standard 
of health and well-being for the pioneers settling in the 
land, and also for the older Yishuv of the towns who lived 
in hard and often in squalid conditions. It seems almost 
incredible that the little seed which she sowed then amongst 
a few women of America has become the strong tree with 
its many branches, which has spread a shade over the 
whole country. 


In the early years of our association Henrietta Szold was 
the secretary of the Jewish Publication Society of America, 
and as I wrote books for the Society on different aspects 
of Hellenistic Judaism, I was in constant correspondence 
with her. Nobody could have that ee without 
being deeply impressed both by her unending patience and 
sympathy and by her infinite capacity for taking pains. 
She would handle a manuscript as if it were her own 
child. Of her work in the Society I knew much from that 
Jewish sage, Solomon Schechter, whom we both loved. 
Schechter had found in her a woman after his own heart 
who embodied what he described as the special virtue of 
the women of Israel: ““The greatness of goodness which is 
combined with grace, and a spiritual feeling which has no 
taint of cant.” He had met her when he paid his first 
visit to America in 1895 and stayed with her father, a 
rabbi in Baltimore, who was a “dear old man full of 
sweetness and light.” He wrote then of Henrietta that she 
was ‘‘an excellent Jewish scholar, but very nice and femi- 
nine.”” That description has remained true of her through- 
out life. Schechter, knowing her powers of study and 
writing, wished her to write a book for the Society on 





Mediaeval Jewish literature for women. In commending 
her to the Society he wrote: ‘She has conscience, she has 
style, she has a soul.” The book was never written. She 
has preferred to create in life rather than in literature. 
The living settlement in Palestine called to her more than 
the records of the Jew and Jewess in the Ghetto. 


From the outbreak of the Word War Miss Szold 
devoted herself to the building of Hadassah with all 
her heart, save such part as she always reserved as a 
daughter and sister of her family. At the end of the War 
in 1918 she had made her choice of home, and sought to 
come to Palestine to direct the work of Hadassah. It 
seems again incredible that she was prevented for some 
time by the army intelligence service. But that difficulty 
was overcome, and for twenty years her home has been in 
Jerusalem. What she has achieved there in those twenty 
years needs no word of mine to describe. In the truest 
sense she has been the mother of Israel. Yet her work in 
the land has not been restricted to Israel. It is one of the 
supreme virtues of Hadassah that its hospitals, its clinics, 
its nursing service have been available equally for the 
Arabs, and indeed for the English, without discrimination 
of creed and nation. 

Without drives, without propaganda, without advertise- 
ment, but by the still small voice she made Hadassah 
year by year a stronger and more bountiful institution. 
She was determined to bring to the Yishuv the highest 
standards of American hospitals and American nursing, 
and she did it not by importation from without, but by 
stimulation from within. The Rothschild Hospital with its 
50 beds in an old house has been developed to the Univers- 
ity Hadassah Rothschild Hospital, equipped to be equal 
to any institution in Europe or America, rising austerely 
but proudly on Mount Scopus. The little nurses home she 
started in a by-street of old Jerusalem has become the 
Henrietta Szold Nursing Institute by the side of the 
hospital. 

In 1925 she was elected a member of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency in Palestine, the first—(and so far the 
only)—woman to hold that office. Those were the days 
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when Field Marshal Lord Plumer was High Commissioner 
of Palestine. I was then in office as Attorney General, 
and almost every week Miss Szold came with Colonel Kisch 
or Harry Sacher to meetings of the Executive Council to 
present the requests of the Agency. She was approaching 
her 70th year, the High Commissioner had reached it. 
They shared an infinite sense of duty and an infinite sym- 
pathy for all human beings. Those were days, indeed, of 
outward peace and tranquility; but there were difficulties 
of unemployment and of temporary economic stress. She 
would ask only what was reasonable, and almost always 
Lord Plumer would try to meet her request. The picture 
of them on opposite sides of the table, working to put 
things right, is among my happiest official memories. 


After a few years Henrietta Szold ceased to be a member 
of the Executive, much to its loss. The relations with the 
Arabs would have been better had she remained. She 
took on a new but kindred task, the direction of social 
work for Vaad Leumi. She combined the quality of the 
English Florence Nightingale with the American Jane 
Addams. She gave to that work of humanity for all those 
in trouble the same devotion as she had given to Hadassah; 
and she had through life the gift of obtaining devoted 
service from her assistants. How could it be other- 
wise! No man or woman could be associated in work 
with her and not feel her spirit. She never complained, 
never, as far as I know, reproached, not even the Govern- 
ment of Palestine, though there were provocations at times. 


Then, in 1933, when she was well past her 70th year, 
came her greatest hour. She realized at once the need of 
a movement amongst the Jewish people to save the best of 
the Jewish youth in Germany, to bring them to a home of 
freedom, and plant them on the soil. She created the idea 
of the Youth Aliyah, and nurtured it. It is one of the 
miracles of the last seven years that that movement has 
brought to Palestine 7,000 boys and girls, trained most of 
them for life on the land, and seen them established as 
pioneers. Only Henrietta Szold could have made that 
possible. Tireless and irresistible, she went to every coun- 
try, and roused the women and the young people to new 
effort. She saw officials here, there and everywhere; she 
pleaded her cause simply, reasonably, convincingly with the 
Departments, not always too sympathetic, of Palestine. 
Whatever hindrance has been put in the way of general 
Jewish immigration during these years, it has never ob- 
structed the growth of the Youth Aliyah; not even the 
World War could do that. When it is remembered that 
the Fairbridge Farm School plan, backed with the re- 
sources of the British peoples, has enabled the moving of 
only a few hundred English children each year to the 
British Dominions, the achievement of the Youth Aliyah 
stands out as a triumph of personality. 


My last personal association with Henrietta Szold was 
in May of this year, when we were concerned together 
about the conviction of the head of the Ben Shemen School 
because of the finding of illegal arms in the building. We 
went separately to see the general in whose hands lay the 
confirmation or variation of the sentence. She had fallen a 
few days before and was badly lamed. But she went all the 
same and spoke with the general; and the release of Dr. 
Lehmann and his colleagues was surely due in large part 
to her. There has been no greater moral asset to the 
Yishuv during the last 20 years than the presence and the 
work of Miss Szold. Of her achievement one can say that 
simple truth: “What I gave I have”; and her works praise 
her in the gates of five continents. A summary of her 
life may be found in the words inscribed on the lodge of 
the Viceroy of India at Delhi: “In thought faith, in word 
wisdom, in deed courage, in life service.” 
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Chronicles of the Month 


RUMANIA 


a REIGNS in Rumania and, as is usually the 
case in that country, it is accompanied by widespread 
pogroms on Jews. The Rumanian Iron Guard, a fascist 
organization that was suppressed as long as the country was 
still speculating whether it may not be better to lean toward 
the side of the Allies, now has a free hand and is taking a 
full measure of revenge on its erstwhile opponents. In 
typical Rumanian fashion, which may best be characterized 
as Nazism without the systematic precision of the Germans, 
the Iron Guards assassinated all opponents whom they 
could find. Viciously anti-Semitic they have been using 
their freedom of action during recent days to perpetrate 
pogroms. ; 

A strict censorship prevents detailed news from coming 
out of Rumania. Some reports speak of two thousand Jews 
murdered. The pogroms seem to have centered in Galatz, 
Ploesti and Brasov. The full extent of the bloodshed will 
not be known for some time. But anyone who has an ink- 
ling of the nature and “ideology” of the Iron Guard can 
guess at the extent of the slaughter. 

Rumania is a country of small towns and villages. Com- 
munications between these and the capital are poor even 
under normal circumstances. It will no doubt take weeks 
before exact news from these towns will be gathered and 
in one way or another will reach the outside world. For 
the moment the veiled reports speak of “Jews and leftists” 
being slaughtered indiscriminately. But “leftists,” in fas- 
cist terminology, are synonymous with Jews. 


FRANCE 


THE PROCESS of expelling the Jews still remaining in 

Germany proceeds apace with untold suffering result- 
ing. During the last days of October and the first weeks 
of November, more than 10,000 Jews from the south- 
western German districts of Baden and the Palatinate were 
forced to evacuate their homes and were sent for intern- 
ment in concentration camps in southern France. Without 
regard for age, babies of six months and old people in 
their nineties were included in this forced exodus. The 
exiles were permitted by the authorities to take a minimum 
of money and clothes amounting to no more than $2.50 for 
each individual. The expulsion took place without allow- 
ing the unfortunates time to wind up such business as they 
still may have had. In many instances they had to leave 
their homes within half an hour after being notified. 
Much suffering also resulted when families were broken up, 
the men being sent to one concentration camp and the 
women and children to another, 

In the internment camps the refugees have to live in 
wooden barracks with not enough water and practically 
without a food supply. Some of these camps had pre- 
viously been occupied by Spanish Republican refugees. 
When the Jewish refugees arrived the camps were badly 
in need of repairs. 

A number of the refugees already had visas to the United 
States and other countries at the time they were forced to 
leave. Their sudden exile will now compel them to begin 
all over again to obtain affidavits and visas. Relief author- 
ities working among them declared that American relatives 
can send them money to the extent of $50 a month for each 
individual in a concentration camp. If such aid should be 
forthcoming, French residents near the internment camps 
could accept them into their homes as paying guests. 

Another 20,000 Jews were affected by the mass expulsion 





of Lorraine which the Germans have now annexed to the 
Nazi Reich. These refugees find themselves in a somewhat 
more favorable position because they are treated by the 
French government in the same way that the French 
refugees from Lorraine are treated. Their situation is 
nevertheless an unhappy one. Most of them come from 
the cities of Metz and Nancy where they had been engaged 
in business. Their housing and rehabilitation in unoc- 
cupied France has created a difficult problem for relief 
agencies. 

A promise of a more hopeful future in a liberated France 
comes from General Charles deGaulle, leader of the Free 
French forces which continue the fight against Hitler. In a 
statement addressed to American Jews on November 13 
General deGaulle declared: ‘Be assured that since we have 
repudiated everything that has falsely been done in the 
name of France after June 23, the cruel decrees directed 
against French Jews can, and will, have no validity in Free 
France. These measures are not less a blow against the 
honor of France than they are an injustice against her 
Jewish citizens.” 


This message had been sent by deGaulle from Libreville 
in French Equatorial Africa where he is consolidating the 
support of the French possessions for the continuation of 
the war of liberation against Germany. 


UNITED STATES 


| AWRENCE CRAMER, governor of the Virgin Islands, 

isued a proclamation opening the islands for refugees 
from Europe. These will be admitted into the islands 
without passports and visas and will be allowed to stay 
there until such a time as they can obtain the necessary 
papers to enter the United States or other American repub- 
lics for permanent residence. 


Refugees in unoccupied France, Spain and Portugal will 
be mainly affected. Before being permitted to enter, im- 
migrants will have to prove that they will not become a 
burden on the authorities. Once in the islands, they may 
not seek work with private employers except in such special 
projects as will be determined by the authorities. 


ENGLAND 


T HE BOMBARDMENT of London, especially during 
the first days, hit hard the East End, that part of the 
city where London’s poorer Jewish quarters are located. 
Some residents of this section were then evacuated to other 
parts of the country. It appears that these were not met 
with open arms at first. Unused to the customs and habits 
of London’s East Enders, some Englishmen in more remote 
sections of the country muttered about “Jews running away 
from London.” A situation pregnant with unpleasant pos- 
sibilities began to develop when secret Nazi agents and 
fifth column elements seized upon this manifestation for 
their own ends. In the city itself they found fertile ground 
for their insinuations in the crowded air raid shelters where 
discomfort and inconvenience bred moods of irritation. 

The Jewish press of England appea'ed to those evacuated 
to consider the sensibilities of their hosts and also to the 
English people to make allowances for the customs of their 
guests. What is more important, the government author- 
ities began rounding up the anti-Semitic agitators. 

As the weeks passed, the early occurrences were not re- 
peated. The imprisonment of fascist minded trouble 
makers and the establishment of greater discipline and 
order in the shelters helped to do away with the sources of 





22 


irritation. Moreover, the participation of Jews in all 
phases of the defense and their comradeship in the common 
cause has succeeded in breaking down the remnants of 
racial ignorance and prejudice. 


VIENNA 


The following is an excerpt from a letter from former 
gay Vienna: “The Jews are worst off. They work like 
slaves under supervision and for starvation wages. Jews 
may not go to the cinema or theatre, or cross a park, sit 


on the public seats, swim in public baths or play in public 
places. They are not allowed in the streets after 8 P. M, 
in summer and 7 P. M. in winter. They have lost their 
old homes and are herded together in hovels in the poorest 
sections. The name Sara for women and Israel for men 
is stamped on their identity papers and a J on their ration 
cards, so that they may be served only between 2 and 3 
o'clock in the afternoon when most supplies are sold out, 
They can buy no milk for their children, and vegetable 
only when there is a surplus.” 
S. ETHELSON 


The Month in Palestine 


With war going on not only in Egypt but in the Balkans, 
the line of development discernible in Palestine during 
the last few months continues unbroken. The country, 
official statistics point out, now raises three quarters of 
the grain it consumes and its vegetable, dairy and poultry 
production is constantly growing. Zionist agricultural 
policy in the last twenty years must be credited with the 
major responsibility for this achievement. The trend to 
mechanization and intensification has been accelerated re- 
cently by half a million dollars worth of loans made by 
Nir (the Labor Federation’s agricultural pioneering com- 
pany) to settlements for the expansion of their agriculture. 
It is symptomatic also that the number of tractors in the 
Jewish villages has doubled in the last four years. 

An interesting tie between the development of agricul- 
ture and the establishment of new industries is demonstrat- 
ed by the fact that medical plants, including mint and 
digitalis, have been successfully raised at Givat Brenner, 
the entire crop being purchased by the Labor Sick Fund 
and two pharmaceutical factories. Next season larger areas 
are to be sown in a number of settlements. Local produc- 
tion is thus beginning to substitute for what used to be 
imported from Europe. Similarly, Jewish textile manu- 
facturers in Palestine who used to bring theit wool from 
abroad, are now using locally raised wool and purchasing 
a considerable stock from Transjordan. 

Immigration goes on and during the month over a 
hundred Roumanian Jews who had used the overland route 
through Turkey arrived, as well as 140 Polish chalutzim 
and Zionist leaders who had fled to Roumania after 
the fall of Poland. The latter came on a. boat specially 
chartered for them by the Agency. These were all “legal” 
immigrants. The tragic saga of the 1,700 illegal immi- 
grants who were refused permission to land and whose 
boat blew up in Haifa harbor, is still unfinished at the 
time of writing, but the Palestine Government's decision 
to transport them to another British colony for the duration 
of the war (without committing itself on its post-war 
policy towards them) is profoundly shocking evidence not 
only of inhumanity and short-sightedness but of rigid ad- 
herence to the White Paper in a world that has been com- 
pletely transformed since its publication. It is interesting 
to note in this connection that one of the Jewish National 
Fund's most recent land purchases was that of 2,250 du- 
nams five miles east of Gaza. This area is in zone A 
where, according to the recent land restrictions, land may 
be transferred only to Palestinian Arabs except under 
certain conditions. One of the conditions is “in pursuance 
of an Order of the Court instructing the sale of such 
land for payment of a mortgage undertaken and registered 
before the publication of the White Paper of May, 1939.” 
The area near Gaza falls into that category and was sold 
by Court Order with the consent of the Arab owner. This 
is the first such transaction effected since the promulga- 


tion of the Regulations and it establishes a precedent of 
great importance in view of the numerous similar pos- 
sibilities in Zone A. 

The absorption of refugee immigration continues along 
the lines of cooperative living and vocational retraining 
on small strips of National Fund land and with budgets 
insufficient for warm clothing or any housing but tents, 
Yet these “havurot” have done a hearteningly successful 
piece of work, in preparing refugees for membership in 
settlements. There are 14 camps each with a member 
ship of 70 to 90, instructed by young leaders sent from 
the kibbutzim. The last established is a religious workers’ 
group near Petach Tikvah based, like all the camps, on 
vegetable growing (on the one and a half acre plot), and 
handicrafts. Toymaking is stressed here, and the Hebrew 
education arduously pursued at all the camps, is here 
varied by emphasis on Talmud. 

Cultural and educational activities continue in their 
normal way. After a successful trip by its string section 
to Egypt, the Orchestra started its fifth season. 7,500 
people are now learning Hebrew in the evening courses 
started by the Yishuv’s Self-Taxation Fund for Cultural 
Work which raised 36,000, pounds in its first year. A 
trade school was opened at'Kfar Avodah, the village for 
delinquent children established two years ago under Miss 
Henrietta Szold’s direction and supported by subsidies 
from the Vaad Leumi and the Tel-Aviv municipality. 
The existence of the Public Kindergartens of Tel-Aviv— 
one of the Yishuv’s most remarkable weapons for the 
Hebraization of immigrant families—was threatened by 
the Government's request that Tel-Aviv abolish them in 
order to balance its educational budget. Refusing to do 
so, the municipality kept them open by deciding on econ- 
omies of 4,500 pounds, effected by closing 9 of the 68 
kindergarten classes and reducing the teachers’ salaries. 

Volunteering in the British forces went on during the 
month and on November 11, the first all-Jewish con- 
tingent left for service in an unspecified locality. They 
were reviewed by Moshe Chertok, Political Secretary of 
the Jewish Agency. On November 7, the Government 
had again called for 200 Jewish and 200 Arab volunteers 
to form separate infantry companies. Together with the 
first all-Jewish and all-Arab companies they will form a 
full Palestinian battalion. On November 15, the four 
Hebrew dailies launched a Month’s Campaign for funds 
for the provision of educational and other amenities for 
the volunteers and aid to their families. The Tel-Aviv 
municipality took a step in the same direction by guarantee 
ing to pay to the families of municipal employees who 
have volunteered, half of their salaries. Meantime women 
continue to prepare to substitute for men in case of 
greater war emergency—twenty wives of Tel-Aviv bus- 
men are, for example, now learning to drive their husbands 
machines. SHULAMITH SCHWARTZ 
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Center and Periphery 
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by Joseph Kastein 





HE HISTORY of the Jews is a history of miracles. 
The greatest miracle is that the Jews have passed beyond 


the classic life-span of a nation, and are still alive today. 
Yet another miracle is that, as far back as the time when 
the Jewish nation lost its political independence and was 
dispersed all over the world, it created centers around which 
it gathered its scattered elements. First Babylon, then 
Spain, then Eastern Europe, and then America. Whenever 
one center was destroyed, the next was standing ready. 
Today, after their centuries of aimless wandering, the 
Jewish people have returned to the place of their origin, 
to build there a new center. They are building it today, 
whilst other centers are falling to ruin. 

Perhaps it is presumptious to speak of Palestine as the 
center of Jewry, seeing that it has absorbed only a fraction 
of the nation, and that it contains but a fraction of its 
economic forces. The diaspora is still infinitely greater 
than the home. But neither the size of its population, 
nor its economic prosperity, nor its political security deter- 
mine the conception of a center. Wherever Jews exist and 
form their social life according to their own free will, 
according to their own ideals and aims—in other words, 
wherever thought and action are directed towards a legiti- 
mate continuation of Jewish history—there is Jewry’s 
center. These conditions are fulfilled in Palestine alone, 
and that is why the whole wide diaspora is merely a 
periphery of this Jewish center. 

It differs fundamentally from all past centers in the 
diaspora, in that they were able to shift according to the 
demand of the moment, whereas the center of today is 
bound by destiny to its ground—it can no longer wander, 
cannot swerve from its path. It has no choice but to per- 
severe and become the center of Jewish destiny through the 
centuries to come. Strange as it may sound, it must needs 
be stronger than any force which the world may bring 
against it—and failure is unthinkable. 


Perhaps this too is a presumption—for is there any 
safeguard against the accidents of history? Yes, such a 
safeguard does exist, and it has found expression during 
the last two thousand years of our history. It lies in the 
spiritual attitude of a community—the power which moti- 
vates its existence, and forms its spiritual foundations. It 
must, however, be a spirituality that is not merely abstract, 
that is not an intellectualism that “moves upon the face 
of the waters.” 

A nation which aims at spirituality and nothing else can- 
not survive, and cannot live a productive community life. 
A nation which sees no vision before it of the reality of 
its existence must ultimately fall. But this vision must have 
a spiritual basis. A vision built on material or sociological 
conceptions alone would become absurd or be destroyed 
completely by any material or sociological change. 

Once before—after the Babylonian exile—our people 
returned to their historic home, and in circumstances which 
were almost the same as today’s. Then as now, the Jews 
manifested the meaning of their return by a symbol— 
they built the second temple. The significance was clear— 
the return was not merely an experiment in colonization, 
but, at the same time, a return to the spiritual foundations 
with which Jewry lived as a nation. In the reconstruction 
of today the Jews have found a similar symbolic expression 
—they have built a Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. 
Both these symbols expresed the same idea: that a nation 
is built not only by settlements and economic enterprise. 


Far more essential for its being are its spiritual forces, its 
ability to motivate its existence and to shape its immediate 
aims, to endow them with significance, and to root them 
within its spiritual life. 

For us today the problem is a much more burning one 
than it was at the time of the return from Babylon. Our 
forbears came from the same environment, they were 
bound by the same social and spiritual conditions. Today, 
however, we are streaming in from all the far corners of 
“Galuth”, with the stamp of our centuries’ exile upon us. 
Yet we speak of transforming this heritage of Galuth, of 
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becoming a normal and healthy nation once more. How 


shall this be achieved ? 


It is being done through the two-fold reconstruction— 
spiritual and material—which is being carried on simul- 
taneously in this country today. Were we to confine our- 
selves to material construction alone, our highest achieve- 
ment could only be a group, economically bound together— 
a syndicate and trust of professions. For it is not true that 
spiritual nourishment over and above their daily bread, 
comes to men in the process of “natural development”. 
Such a belief can lead only to a sociological experiment 
which could be carried out in any part of the world, and 
is not of necessity-bound up with Judaism and Jewish 
ideology. But, on the other hand, if our conception of our 
future were to be centered round spiritual problems and 
motives alone, we should remain what our years of exile 
have proved us to be—an intellectually gifted people with 
no solid foundation beneath our feet. Without a healthy 
economic basis we cannot exist, but without the spiritual 
atmosphere, without our culture and our cultural achieve- 
ments, we cannot become a nation. 


None will deny the importance of this double axiom in 
theory. But in practice this happens very often—and those 
who deny it are mostly people who have seen much of 
Jewish poverty and suffering. They argue that we must 
first lay the foundations for a full and healthy economic 
existence, make sure of the source of our daily bread, and 
that we must first help the poor among us. Then only will 
it be time to talk about spiritual problems, and about the 
foundation and financing of a University. They point out 
that Jewry has long possessed an enlightened proletariat. 
That, in far too great a number, the Jews in Eastern Europe 
turn to intellectual pursuits, bringing no benefit to their 
surroundings, and. disadvantage to themselves. 


In all this they are right, so long as they speak of 
Jewry in the diaspora. But they are wrong when they apply 
galuth conditions to the demands of a community which 
is in the process of reconstruction. They are still more 
wrong in applying galuth psychology to the new conditions 
of Palestine. 


In the diaspora the question of whether a Jew should 
follow an academic calling or not is determined to a large 
extent by the opportunities allowed him by his environ- 
ment. It is largely a matter of the economic possibilities 
afforded by a society which is not established by us and 
over which we have no control. There is the consideration, 
also the esteem, fostered, through centuries of oppression, 
which the Jew has come to have for the professions. All 
this is regulated in Palestine by the needs of the country, by 
a fundamentally different valuation of the professions, by 
the fact that there no longer exists the element of competi- 
tion by a small Jewish minority against the majority of 
the population of its neighborhood. There is, furthermore, 
no reason why the same situation should not exist there as 
in Switzerland, which “exports” large numbers of uni- 
versity-trained men to all parts of the world. 


This brings us to a cardinal point: Whether one regards 
Palestine merely as the home of a new national community 
or as an active center for the diaspora, it must always 
possess spiritual power. A power which determines the 
spiritual atmosphere of the community, and which goes 
out to the Galuth as that stimulus without which the con- 
ception of a center would not be justified. Neither spirit- 
ual nor cultural values can be artificially created. They 
are the natural product of the life of a community. What 
can, however, be stimulated is the will for cultural develop- 
ment. For this, the essential conditons—facilities for 
learning—must, in all circumstances, be at hand. 


It goes without saying that this teaching and learning 
must be of the highest possible standard. But—and this 
might sound a heresy—this alone is not the decisive factor, 
The scope of teaching and learning is possibly at least of 
equal importance. For whatever we may have achieved 
in the Diaspora, amongst others and for others—here in 
Palestine everything remains yet to be done. We have 
come from countries with a tradition of research and scien. 
tific achievement, with old-fashioned institutes of learning 
and favorable conditions for work. In Palestine we must 
first create these conditions. All over the world great 
achievements have come to the fore from a mass of lesser 
ones. This too must come about in Palestine. If what we 
claim as representative of Jewry are to be cultural achieve. 
ments worthy of the name, and not mere medioctities, 
achievements of only minor worth—then the basis of our 
learning must be made as broad as possible. 


In practice, then, there are two demands. There must 
be opportunities for scientific work and instruction in every 
field. Perhaps great achievements will one day come in 
medicine or physical chemistry, perhaps in another field 
where we least expect them. No branch of learning 
therefore ought to be excluded from a scientific institution 
for merely financial considerations. A university is never 
a commercial institution. 


In the second place, where one student in a hundred may 
not achieve something notable, one in two hundred might. 
Numbers are insignificant in themselves, but they make 
selection possible. Numbers in themselves do not bring 
forth achivements, but they afford opportunities. We 
might be interested in reducing the number of Jewish 
students in Europe under the present conditions. But, 
within the framework of our new center in Palestine, it is 
our duty rather to facilitate than to impede their access. to 
learning. 


As a consequence, the disadvantage may arise that more 
academic men are trained than the country can absorb. 
Quite apart, however, from the great advantage of a higher 
education in itself, economic conditions will regulate this 
disproportion naturally.: And, on the other hand, by 
creating suitable conditions for study, we shall be sure that 
talent which may bring forth great achievements, does not 
remain hidden. And for the sake of such chances, which 
may determine the whole spiritual aspect of our center, the 
development of the Hebrew University must be furthered 
to the utmost possible extent. 
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Our Field Representative Mr. Oscar J. 
Freedel will visit Michigan and Ohio States dur- 


ing December. 


Friends of the Jewish Frontier are requested 


to give Mr. Freedel their full cooperation. 








The Theatre Guild’s next production will be 
Tennessee Williams’ “Battle of Angels’ with 
Miriam Hopkins in the leading role and Margaret 
Webster directing. 
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a IS a story making the rounds in Wash- 
ington that some months ago a group of in- 
fluential American Jews appealed to President 
Roosevelt not to appoint Professor Felix Frank- 
furter to the United States Supreme Court. They 
feared, according to Mr. Harold Ickes, that 
Frankfurter in the Supreme Court would serve 
as an alibi for anti-Semites in the United States. 
It is to President Roosevelt’s everlasting credit 
that he ignored the ignoble appeal of this group of 
mayofes Jews. But the most vivid recollection I 
have of the whole incident is the reply of a farmer 
from Montana to Dr. Gallup’s question as to 
whether Professor Frankfurter would make a 
good Supreme Court Justice. “He will make’, 
wrote the farmer, “a liberal judge and his inter- 
pretation of the law will help bring it up to the 
present.” 

Where our group of frightened and crumbling 
influential Jews failed, it seems to me, the farmer 
from Montana eminently succeeded. He under- 
stood the soul and essence of democracy. The 
question was not whether Frankfurter was a Jew 
or an immigrant but whether he was qualified 
for the job of United States Supreme Court Jus- 
tice. The farmer answered in the affirmative, for 
Felix Frankfurter is not only one of our greatest 
legal minds but also one of our outstanding 
liberals. ' 

I am not deluding myself, of course. Delusion 
in the face of present-day world events, in the 
face of the recently concluded presidential election 
campaign, is both dangerous and cowardly. Not 
even for a moment should one minimize the dark 
and sinister forces of anti-Semitism, immigrant- 
hatred and racial discrimination at work in our 
country. I have before me a memento of the 
last election campaign, a circular which paints 
the picture in all its horror. “We need your sup- 
port’, it says: “Vote for Roosevelt and help 
keep the Jews on our Federal Payroll.” 


Even if the Republicans are not responsible for 
the distribution of this bit of sinister propaganda 
—and I doubt whether they are— it demonstrates 
once more that the forces of hatred are ever on 
the alert, never miss an opportunity to inject 
poison into our national body, and are gathering 
momentum daily. The whole thing, as a matter 
of fact, is quite typical of our times, quite char- 
acteristic of the foul, blood-steeped world we live 
in. But reason tells us that unless we fight for 
our rights, we shall perish. As citizens of a free 















































Dur Nation of Nations 


by Leon Dennen 


country we cannot avoid our moral and intellectual 
responsibilities by turning our backs on existing 
crimes. We must have the intellectual courage to 
call a spade a spade; we must unmask the anti- 
Semitic scoundrels, smoke them out of their rat 
holes and let the light of day shine upon them. 
Let them fluster and flutter like scared owls in 
the light of public opinion. The negative tactics 
pursued by our group of mayofes Jews will not 
solve the problem. 

The affaire Frankfurter came to my mind while 
I was reading “From Many Lands”, Louis Ada- 
mic’s new volume on immigrants in the United 
States.* There is something in Mr. Adamic’s 
direct and honest approach to life, to the United 
States and specifically to immigrants and prob- 
lems of immigration that reminds one of the 
farmer from Montana. Himself an immigrant, 
the son of Slovenian peasants from the province 
of Carniola, he has been digging deeply for many 
years into the spiritual roots of America. 

Louis Adamic knows America; he has tasted 
both its honey and its sting. Ever since he came 
to the United States at the age of fourteen he 
has had a turbulent career as worker, hobo, 


‘soldier, writer and has seen more of the country 


than most “native” Americans. Certainly he has 
seen more of the immigrants than the hyphenated 
Americans themselves. And now he has under- 
taken a great, worth-while and very ambitious 
project. ‘From Many Lands” is merely the first 
in a series of projected volumes to be published in 
the Nation of Nations series—a title, incidentally, 
taken from Walt Whitman. 

With the proverbial patience and stubbornness 
of the Slavic peasant, Mr. Adamic has been pur- 
suing his great object. The American Melting 
Pot is an old story that has been glorified ad 
nauseam throughout the ages until it reeks with 
banality. It is Mr. Adamic’s contention that the 
Melting Pot was never really what it was played 
up to be. America has never made a determined 
effort to integrate the thirty-eight million immi- 
grants who came here in the last hundred years 
into a homogeneous, spiritual whole. More-often 
than not the Melting Pot turned into a grinding 
machine, and the immigrants who streamed to our 
shores—artificially divested of their tradition and 
stripped of their past—remained spiritual orphans 
and eternal aliens in the land of their adoption 
even unto the second and third generations. 


* From Many Lands by Louis Adamic. Harper & Brothers. $3.50. 
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The implication that America’s greatest spirit- 
ual resources lie in the emotions, motives and im- 
pulses that have brought waves of immigrants to 
our shores is the thesis of “From Many Lands’’. 
His purpose, Mr. Adamic tells us, is “to begin 
exploring our American cultural past and to urge 
the cultivation of its many common fields, not nos- 
talgically, or historically or academically, but im- 
aginatively and creatively, with eyes to the future, 
until as a people we find and dare sink our roots 
into our common American subsoil.” 


Louis Adamic certainly succeeds in investing the 
subject of immigration with intense interest. 
Rather than a plea or an argument, “From Many 
Lands” is a panoramic parade of our American 
nations—the United States Americans. There is 
Manda Evanich, a fierce American patriot from 
Croatia. She came here a big, strong peasant girl 
who could move logs and boulders and had the 
gift of healing. Manda contributed her share to 
the development of America not only as a pioneer 
in the copper mines of Michigan but also as a 
mother of thirteen sons who are prominent and 
useful citizens in the Middle West. There is 
“Ma” Karas from Bohemia, a beloved and re- 
vered citizen of Escanaba, Michigan;- there are 
immigrants from Armenia, a Slovenian peasant, 
and a desperate California-born American with a 
Japanese face who is distrusted by Japan and de- 
nied the rights of a civilized human being by 
America to whom he belongs physically and 
spiritually. 

The most interesting and psychologically the 
most complex American in “From Many Lands” 
is undoubtedly Eliot Steinberger, a world-famous 
dermatologist, a son of a German-Jewish mil- 
lionaire meat packer whose being a Jew, we are 
told, has been a perpetual factor in his life. As 
the story of the amazing Steinberger family— 
beginning with the German-Jewish immigrant’s 
achievement in building up a world-famous pack- 
ing industry and culminating in the son, the cele- 
brated dermatologist, who is forever tortured by 
the consciousness of being a Jew—it could form 
the subject of a great novel. As the story of the 
Jew in America, however—and Eliot Steinberger 
obviously symbolizes American Jewry in the book 
—it is incomplete and suffers from serious flaws. 

Dr. Steinberger is by all standards of judgment 
a great man, a valuable human being and citizen 
of the United States. As a Jew, however, he is 
first cousin of that group of mayfoes Jews who 
appealed to Roosevelt not to appoint -Felix 
Frankfurter to the Supreme Court. It would be 
futile to deny that Jews like Steinberger exist; 
that the celebrated dermatologist represents a 
definite group of American, and even world Jew- 
ry. Few of us are not acquainted with those as- 
similated Jews, without a backbone or tradition, 


for whom being a Jew is a perpetual factor in 
their life. Their only trace of Jewishness are the 
few little-understood Hebrew words that they 
mumble in their reformed temples on holidays, 
In their attempt to be like the Joneses they often 
lean backwards, usually to the detriment of their 
own interests. 

It is a pity that the Eliot Steinbergers are taken 
as a symbol of the bulk of Jewish immigrants in 
America, of that vast migration of hopeful human 
beings which commenced after the Russian 
pogroms of 1881 and which has already produced 
such a vital American literature—a literature that 
deals with the American shop, the factory, the 
picket line and the home—An American literature 
in the Yiddish language. 

The fault is not entirely Mr. Adamic’s for not 
even in the Anglo-Jewish novels is the Jew depict- 
ed as he actually is. I have recently made a study 
of Anglo-Jewish novels and found to my sorrow 
that there, too, the Steinbergers are presented 
as a symbol of the American Jew. The notable 
exceptions are the novels of Abraham Cahan, 
Charles Reznikoff and Meyer Levin. The reason 
why a writer like Meyer Levin, for instance, has 
succeeded where other novelists writing of the 
Jew in the United States have failed is simple 
enough: he is not only a craftsman of skill but 
also a Jew who has lived a normal life. Com- 
pletely free from that self-consciousness which 
has affected the creative integrity of so many of 
our Jewish-American artists like a drug, Mr. 
Levin has no need to resort to artificial themes 
or to paint false pictures. The people in his novels 
are not the stereotyped “spiritual” wanderers one 
encounters so often in current writing about Jews. 
They are neither repentant assimilators in search 
of the mystic and exotic in Jewish life, nor hope- 
less romantics waxing lyrical over the stench and 
degradation of the ghetto. They are simply every- 
day Jews. As Jews they are conditioned by Jew- 
ish tradition, faced with specific Jewish problems; 
as Americans, however, they are an organic part 
of the American scene, subject to the social and 
economic forces of this country. 


Then, of course, there is the American liberal’s 
concept of the Jew which Mr. Adamic found 
difficult to overcome. The American liberals are 
in the business of philosemitism and they have 
their own pet concept of a Jew—a straw Jew 
whom they usually love to tear down. I recall 
reading a letter in The Nation by Lorine Pruette, 
a liberal writer, in which she suggests that the 
Jews ‘need a good dose of mental hygiene which 
will help them to ignore the memory of ancient 
grievances and check the tradition of anticipating 
future outrages.”” As though all the poor little 
Jewish masochist has to do is to sit and anticipate 
future outrages. What these people fail to under- 
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stand is that their portrait of the Jew is based not 
upon millions of Jews who are flesh and blood 
of Jewish life and tradition, who are never wor- 
ried about their Jewish origin, just as the next 
fellow is not worried about his Irish or Slovak 
origin—but upon petrified upper class snobs who, 
like many German Jews, having no tradition, 
nothing to live for once their economic status is 
undermined, crumble spiritually and perish at the 
first sign of trouble. 

I do not intend even for a moment to detract 
either from the excellence or significance of Mr. 
Adamic’s volume. “From Many Lands” is an 
extremely interesting and valuable book. It is only 
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the first in a series and I am certain that Louis 
Adamic will have occasion to return to the subject 
of Jews. I hope he will then present us with a 
different type of a Jew—one who will say to all 
of us: Freedom means freedom. It means above 
all the right to be yourself, to be what you were 
eternally meant to be. It is only as such that one 
can contract loyalties and acknowledge duties. It 
is only as such, as Ludwig Lewisohn once said, 
that one’s loyalties and duties have any moral 
worth. The best Jew is the best American. The 
best Jew is also the best socialist, democrat, re- 
publican and trade-unionist. The policy of the 
Jewish ostrich will only bring social disaster. 





Not Without Apologies 


THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILIZATION, 
by Cecil Roth. The Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, Cincinnati, 1940. 420 pp, $2.00 


THE AUTHOR has enriched Jewish literature with a 

book that is popular in style and contains a valuable 
store of significant data. Basing his work largely upon 
Joseph Jacobs’ Jewish Contributions to Civilization, Be 
* on The Legacy of Israel, Mr. Roth has brought to 

r upon the subject the results of the latest investigation 
in the field, and made an attempt to establish the basic 
coherence and unity of the Jewish contribution to the 
various aspects of civilization. In this the author has suc- 
ceeded admirably. The Jew, he points out, brought with 
him an inquiring attitude that stimulated the Western 
world into a reexamination of old and time-honored notions 
and an exploration of new spiritual and intellectual pos- 
sibilities. 

Exceedingly illuminating is the account of the transition 
of the Jew from the original agricultural economy to a 
commercial economy, and the social, political and economic 
forces responsible for this transition. Equally stimulating 
is the account of the Jew’s role in the transmission of 
knowledge from the Orient to the Occident, and his share 
in the voyages of exploration. The Jewish propensity for 
medicine in the Middle Ages is seen as an expression of 
a deep-seated humanitarianism: the desire to alleviate suf- 
fering, and commiseration with the afflicted. 

The book, however, is not free from shortcomings. Mr. 
Roth, apparently, believes that mutual influences must be 
coequal, and he presents the Jewish contributions in terms 
of European values. This thesis of the author results in 
a reduction and distortion of the Jewish values contributed. 
The medieval Jewish moralists are translated in terms of 
contemporary German moralists, and Eleazar of Worms, 
the author of Rokeach, is made to keep spiritual company 
with the German mystic Eckhart, whom the Nazis have 
now adopted as their patron saint. In Mr. Reth’s opinion 


there is ‘“‘little essential difference’ between the writings . 


of Berthold of Regensburg and those of his townsman 
Judah, the author of The Book of the Pious. But Judah 
tegarded the non-Jew who “observed the precepts of the 
natural law” as superior to the Jew who is remiss in his 
spiritual obligations, whereas Berthold, in one of his 
sermons, deplored the fact that the Jews were still per- 
mitted to live. 

Attempting to establish a strong case for the Jewish 
contribution, the author is frequently led to advance claims 





that are grossly exaggerated and, occasionally, altogether 
contrary to fact. Thus Dorothea Mendelssohn’s novel 
Florentin is rated by the author as “one of the finest 
specimens of romantic fiction of the generation.” Moritz 
Gottlieb Saphir ranks as “the best known humorist in 
continental Europe,”’ and Zamenhof is said to have achieved 
a remarkable success with his Esperanto. 


Because of his anxiety to enhance the Jewish contribu- 
tion, the author has marshalled an array of names whose 
Jewishness is based upon such tenuous evidence as, “‘it 
is said,” and “‘it is asserted.”” The Jewish origin of Avicen- 
na, for example, is supported by no stronger evidence than 
the fact that near Bokhara, his birthplace, Jews had been 
living from time immemorial. Although the author, by his 
own admission, rejects a Jewish-sounding name as an 
indication of the bearer’s Jewishness, he, nevertheless, 
claims a Jewish ancestry for the French painter David 
and the. astronomer Sir William Herschel, solely on the 
basis of their names. Even Richard Wagner does not escape 
the suspicion of Jewishness, “his father being named 
Geyer”. 

If the author is somewhat indiscriminate in some in- 
stances, he is more than discreet in others. The chapters 
dealing with the Jewish contribution to the public, social 
and political life in modern times, exhibit excessive circum- 
spectness. As anxious as the author is to enhance Jewish 
contribution in some fields, so anxious is he to attenuate 
and even curtain the same contribution in other fields. 
Reactionary sentiment brands every libertarian movement 
as a disruptive influence, and Mr. Roth, it seems, by 
implication subscribes to that view. To refute effectively 
the charge of disruptive influence leveled against the 
Jews, he includes among the Jewish contributions to civili- 
zation the activities of the Prussian arch-reactionary, 
Friedrich Julius Stahl, and the Jewish influence in the 
formulation of the race-prejudiced Linz Program of 1882. 
He further emphasizes his position by stating that this 
charge “in the face of the names of the reactionaries, the 
conservatives and the very moderate liberals which may 
be marshalled on the other side, is absurd.” Such, then, 
is the author’s conception of disruptive influence that he 
opposes to it, or offers as an antidote, the reactionaries 
and others of that kidney. Having implicitly accepted the 
reactionaries definition of disruptive influence, and of 
civilization in general, he is constrained to present the 
Jewish contribution to public life in that light. Jewish 
participation in the struggle for the liberation of peoples 
and the amelioration of their lot is minimized and dis- 
cussed in an apologetic manner. Explicitly and implicitly, 
the fact is impressed upon the reader that in the social 
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and political spheres the Jew adheres to the current 
standards of conduct, and with regard to those issues that 
divide the world he is to be found on the right side of 
the fence; briefly, he is “as conservative as his Gentile 
neighbors.”” Among the contributions of Don Isaac Abra- 
vanel to political thought, for instance, he emphasizes 
Abravanel's denial of the right of people to rebel against 
tyranny under any circumstances. The author also finds 
our conduct during the English, and French Revolution 
quite correct. Subsequent political movements, however, 
offer a little difficulty. But the author has evolved a 
method of dealing with the situation that mitigates its 


movements. 


at present. 
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harshness. Every “disruptive” Jewish activity is counter. 
balanced by a corresponding activity in favor of reaction, 

Mr. Roth has set out from the reactionary premise that 
libertarian movements are evil and, consequently, has to 
minimize, and to apologize, for the Jewish share in these 
Suppressing some incidents that harmonize 
ill with his thesis and counterbalancing others, he presents 
the Jew as a supine conformer to majority standards in 
public life, which had he actually been, the Jewish contribu- 
tion to civilization would have ceased long ago and there 
certainly would be no vital interest in that contribution 


SHLOMO NOBLE 


Report of the Gewerkshaften Convention 


Palestine, the hope of the Jews, and 
Britain, the hope of world democracy, 
were the foci of attention at the 16th 
annual convention of the National 
Labor Committee for Palestine, which 
opened on Saturday evening, Novem- 
ber 23 at Mecca Temple, New York 
in the presence of 2,500 delegates and 
guests from all corners of the United 
States and Canada. 

Recounting his experiences in Lon- 
don a few months ago, David Ben 
Gurion expressed faith in the final 
victory of the British people, who even 
more than the army or navy have been 
responsible for the resistance to the 
Nazi attacks. ‘“‘It can safely and com- 
fortably be asserted that the present 
English government, led by Churchill 
and Labor will uncompromisingly see 
this war through. However, the Brit- 
ish victory in itself will not solve 
the problem of. millions of Jews who 
will remain destitute at the end of the 
war. Palestine, which now has 500,- 
000 Jews settled in 6% of its area, 
can certainly sustain at least 5,000,000 
Jews if the entire country is developed 
industrially and agriculturally. The 
two tasks confronting us at this tragic 
moment are to help with all our 
means, material, political, moral, to 
achieve the two ends that matter most 
—an English victory and a Jewish 
Palestine.” 

A tremendous ovation was given 
the message received from the British 
Labor Party, which read, “British 
Labor is resisting the Nazi and Fa- 
scist attacks upon the freedom that our 
forefathers won for us. We are striv- 
ing to rescue the European nations 
from the tyranny of their conquerors 
and to secure a peace free from racial, 
national, political or religicus oppres- 
sion. We wish you well in your work 
for the uplifting of the Jewish work- 
ers in America and the restoration of 
Israel to their ancient home in Pales- 
tine. (Signed) J. S. Middleton.” 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise, delivering a 
prepared address, reiterated his stand 
on helping Britain, and paid tribute 





to the heroic work of the Histadrut. 
“Prophetic idealism,” he said, “has 
been brought to life within the frame- 
work of the rebuilding of Palestine by 
the ideals and practices of the His- 
tadrut, whose twentieth anniversary 
celebration we hold today . . . The 
Histadrut has grown strong by reason 
of the devotion, the sacrifices of its 
men and women. These have brought 
strength and honor alike to Palestine, 
and they constitute a group to which 
freedom and justice-loving young Jews 
the world over may repair. As one of 
the older Zionists, I call upon the 
Histadrut to do that to which it is not 
unequal, to use its strength with wis- 
dom, with forebearance, and to con- 
tinue to build, as it has built, to make 
Palestine, Jewish Palestine, the excel- 
lency of all the earth.” 

Dr. May Bere, member of the Pal- 
estine delegation speaking in the name 
of the Histadrut, stressed the great 
social and educational values engen- 
dered in the youth to assure the 
growth of a healthy nation living in 
its own land. 

At the business sessions conducted 
at the Hotel Astor on Sunday, Isaac 
Hamlin, national secretary of the Ge- 
verkshaften Campaign, reported that 
in the preceding year all records had 
been broken as $432,151 had been 
raised. He informed the convention 
that the scope of the Campaign had 
been extended to every province of 
Canada to the north and into Mexico 
on the south, and in addition to fund- 
raising, had been responsible for a 
tremendous educational work among 
scattered Jewish communities. 

What has been done in Palestine by 
the labor movement during the war 
period was revealed by Israel Mere- 
minski, general secretary of the His- 
tadrut. Among the facts cited was 
the absorption of 3,000 refugees, who 
had built collectives on land set aside 
from the holdings of the older settle- 
ments. These refugees shortly after- 
ward were able to put up barracks for 
even newer groups to escape from 


Europe. The labor settlements, oc- 


_cupying 325,000 dunam of land, in- 


creased their tillable area by one-third 
during the year by exploiting every 
inch of ground. While the main high- 
ways and railways are busy with mili- 
tary transports, connection with Egypt 
and Turkey is increasingly maintained 
by sea, with Jewish boats plying their 
trade. Dwelling upon the matter of 
defense, Mr. Mereminski pointed out 
that only 5,000 Jewish volunteers had 
been accepted by the British, mainly 
for technical assistance. 80% of these 
came from the ranks of the Histadrut, 
which also supplied 100 aviators and 
plane mechanics, graduates of Aviron, 
the Histadrut aviation school. In 
many labor settlements, the desire to 
enlist in the military forces was so 
great that many had to be eliminated 
by lot, just the reverse of the Amer- 
ican draft system. 


Scoring recent critics of the Histad- 
rut, Mr. Mereminski emphasized the 
democratic structure of the Palestine 
Yishuv, which reached into the muni- 
cipalities and settlements. The small 
Revisionist minority was endeavoring 
to use the present situation for their 
own political ends, with false appeals 
in the name of a unity which they 
despised, a unity “which means unity 
of defense, of taxation, of the labor 
movement.” Even Britain, in the name 
of unity, did not find it necessary to 
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include Oswald Moseley in the cab- 
inet, he declared. 

Other speakers at the Mecca Temple 
and Hotel Astor meetings incdaded 


Joseph Schlossberg, Alexander Kahn, 


Judge Samuel S. Leibowitz, and David 
Wertheim. 

Messages from Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann, William Green, Edmund I. 
Kaufmann, Abraham Cahan, Ernest 
Bevin, Albert Einstein and others were 
read. 

The convention resolved to double 


its income for the Histadrut by adopt- 
ing a quota of $1,000,000 for 1940-1. 


_A resolution condemning the action of 


the Palestine administration in deport- 
ing the 1,771 refugees from Haifa 
was unanimously adopted, as was a 
greeting of fraternal solidarity with 
the British Labor Party. 

Officers elected for the forthcom- 
ing year included Joseph Schlossberg, 
national chairman; Joseph Breslaw, 
Sarah Feder, Louis Hollander, Alex- 
ander Kahn, Saul Metz, Isidor Nagler, 
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David Pinski, Alex Rose, Louis Segal, 
David Wertheim, co-chairmen; Mor- 
ris Feinstone, chairman of the admin- 
istrative committee; Max Zaritsky, na- 
tional treasurer; Abraham Miller, as- 
sociate treasurer; Isaac Hamlin, na- 
tional secretary; and Harry Arial, as- 
sociate secretary. 

The convention closed with a brief 
address by Ben Gurion, who asked 
the delegates “to retain their faith and 
courage—and above all to work, like 
their comrades in Palestine.” 


Tasks of a Zionist Youth Movement 


[N ALMOST every country of pre- 

war Europe there was one youth 
movement, or rather one central 
national idea embodied in a youth 
movement, which served to polarize 
the life of Jewish youth. Thus the 
Zionist-chalutz idea provided such a 
central theme for the youth in Poland, 
and Communists, Polish Bundists, 
and Revisionists felt compelled to 
fight against it. In the course of this 
struggle they often involuntarily ab- 
sorbed certain elements of this idea 
into themselves. 

What strikes one most about Jewish 
youth in this country is the absence of 
such a central dominant idea. A 
closer observation might lead one to a 
discovery of some beginnings—half 
teligious, half national, only partly 
influenced by Zionist thought and a 
Zionist environment. But these var- 
ious beginnings are far from provid- 
ing the central ideological stimulus 
for Jewish youth. 

There are many reasons for this 
condition. It is partly due to the nat- 
ure of political life in America, the 
lack of a political party in the Euro- 
pean sense (a lack which is not neces- 
sarily to be deplored), partly to the 
muddled nature of American liberal- 
ism, which imposes upon its adherents 
no concrete tasks outside of an occa- 
sional vote, and partly to the peculiar 
character of the American Jewish 
community. 

Youth can be educated either on in- 
tense hate or on heroic idealism in the 
tealization of a great positive idea. 
Communists, the Jewish Communists 
included, have succeeded in organiz- 
ing youth on the basis of hate, hate 
toward the existing.order, hate for 
any program other than the Commu- 
nist, hate toward anything which does 
not precisely resemble the Soviet 
Union. 

At the same time, the Zionist move- 
ment is still in the stage of infancy. 
It has so far expressed itself in only 


two fields: some political-diplomatic 
activity (conducted by a chosen few), 
and fund-raising for the upbuilding 
of Palestine. But the primary aim of 
the Zionist movement is not this. 
These two activities should serve as 
the expression of a popular revolu- 
tionary movement pulsating within 
Jewish life, if the aim of Zionism is to 
be conceived as preparing the entire 
Jewish people for an inner revolution 
which is to lead to an independent 
Jewish cultural and economic life in 
the Jewish homeland. Raising of 
funds and political activity in Wash- 
ington should be the expression of a 
living movement, which has its posi- 
tion in Jewish life and with respect to 
the problems of the Jewish commu- 
nity. Otherwise both the fund-raising 
and the political work border on phil- 
anthropy. 

It is clear, therefore, that any youth 
which wishes to grow and develop in 
such conditions must assume a pion- 
eering task—the task of paving a new 
road, a new activity and a new pur- 
pose for American Zionism. This, 
then, is the central problem facing our 
youth movement—to seek and find 
this new road, these new forms. 


How is this to be achieved? I shall 
attempt to present but a general out- 
line of what seems to me the right 
road to be followed. 

A basic condition for any work in a 
youth movement is to present before 
youth the current problems of the day 
for consideration and decision, with a 
view to arousing a desire to engage in 
a struggle for changes, if changes ap- 
pear to be desirable. We must place 
this as a basic requirement as against 
any tendency towards an exclusive 
preoccupation with historical studies 
and other matters not directly relevant 
to the reality surrounding us. A 
youth movement can never resemble a 
school, nor can it serve as a continua- 
tion of a school. A group leader can 
never succeed in doing what a teacher 


might succeed in, and his discussions 
of history and literature will generally 
prove to be uninteresting and there- 
fore completely ineffective. Litera- 
ture, history, etc. should be utilized in 
the youth organization to the extent 
that they might serve to illustrate or to 
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interpret a current — Thus, 
for example, I would prefer a discus- 
sion of American defense as a subject 
for a youth meeting rather than a de- 
tailed report on the first Zionist Con- 
gress. (A group leader complained 
to me recently that he could not man- 
age to hold the attention of his group 
on this latter topic.) Through estab- 
lishing definite attitudes to daily prob- 
lems it is possible to develop a desire 
to draw from the well of cultural her- 
itage. 

Perhaps the preceding paragraph 
wil) cause some wonder and disagree- 
ment, but even a cursory glance at the 
educational programs of all youth 
groups — whether they deal with 
Marxist analyses, or with a study of 
the Bible—will convince one of the 
imminent danger of developing an 
“ivory tower” mentality in our youth. 


A major aim of any Jewish youth 
movement, it seems to me, must be 
the endeavor to return to Jewishness. 
I am not concerned for the moment 
with the precise definition of the 
word. What we need first of all is a 
youth movement ready to fight for our 
position as a Jewish people, whose 
members are proud of being Jews and 
desire to live as Jews. The conflict 
with American patriotism which this 
conception might suggest is only a 
surface phenomenon. Only one who 
is true to his own origin can appreci- 
ate the meaning of being a true and 
loyal citizen of his adopted country. 
What happened in some of the small 
European countries, especially those 


which were established as a result of 
the World War, is significant. Those 
who participated in the struggle for 
Hebrew and for Jewish cultural life 
showed more concern and more un- 
derstanding for the cultural problems 
of their native countries than all 
brands of assimilationists. There is 
complete harmony between education 
toward loyalty to America and the de- 
velopment of the national characteris- 
tics of the young American Jew. 


This, of course, leads to an exten- 
sive program based on close observa- 
tion of the world and constant reac- 
tion to events in it. This leads, too, 
to a program of Jewish life within the 
youth movement itself, which may ex- 
press itself in the proper celebration 
of holidays, in the institution of Oneg 
Shabat, in drawing from the well of 
Jewish artistic and cultural creation. 
It leads, further, to a relentless strug- 
gle against any movement in Jewish 
public life which aims to silence Zion- 
ism and which sets up as the central 
criterion for all Jewish activity “Ma 
Yomru Hagoyim’ —what will our 
Gentile neighbors say? 


As one who believes that the only 
solution of the Jewish problem lies in 
the establishment of a Jewish territor- 
ial center in Palestine, I feel that the 
Zionist program is most representative 
of the needs of the entire Jewish 
people. There is no other movement 
today, and there was none in recent 
Jewish history, which was so complete- 
ly the expression of the Jewish charac- 
ter, of its historic aim, and of its im- 
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mediate political aspirations. Our 
youth movement must champion today 
this maximum Zionist program, a pro- 
gram predicated on a national concep. 
tion of Jewish life, based on truly Jew. 
ish forms of life, and permeated with 
the belief that without American Jew. 
ty (not only without its financial aid), 
there will be no complete homeland in 
Palestine. It may sound naive, but we 
must reiterate the simple statement 
that to be a Zionist means: to live in 
Palestine, or to do everything possible 
that we may live in Palestine, or at 
least to do everything possible to en. 
able our children to live in Palestine. 
Every other conception of the national 
ideal must lead either to a purely cul- 
tural conception of Zionism, or else to 
the view current among American 


Zionists — that Palestine is a good 


place for refugees from Europe. 
Every other view of Zionism must lead 
eventually to philanthropy, not to a 
_ political movement in Jewish 
life. 

This synthesis of pioneering in 
Zionism and pioneering in Jewish life 
presents a program for a constructive 
Jewish youth movement today. The 
forthcoming convention of the Young 
Poale Zion Alliance and Habonim in 
Cincinnati will have the opportunity 
to direct its attention to the problems 
I have outlined above. The Labor 
Zionist youth movement is now in the 
midst of a process of slow, but steady 
growth, growth that is not only num- 
erical, but directed toward the realiz- 
ation of the tasks confronting it in 
this crucial hour. J. ISRAELI 


League for Labor Palestine 





Membership Campaign: 


Reports coming in from a number 
of chapters indicate that the member- 
ship campaign is progressing well and 
will meet with the anticipated suc- 
cessful results. In all of the chapters 
reporting, the activities during the 
month of November have been con- 
centrated solely upon membership, and 
the quotas assigned to them were al- 
most completely attained when they 
last reported, the third week in No- 
vember. 

However, there are a number of 
chapters within the Eastern Region 
which have not had sufficient time to 
work on their membershin campaign. 
It has therefore been decided to ex- 
tend the Eastern Regional Member- 
ship Campaign through the month of 
December. Chapters have agreed to 
allow nothing to interfere with their 
membership campaign activities so 
that this work may be successfully and 





definitely completed at the end of 
December. 


Expansion Fund: 


Encouraging reports coming in from 
many chapters indicate that the Ex- 
pansion Fund quota will be over- 
subscribed this year. In their com- 
munications to the National office the 
secretaries of a number of chapters 
have reported on their plans as well as 
on activities already carried out. 
Chapters which have not yet report- 
ed on their Expans.on Fund programs 
are asked to do so immediately so that 
the office may have a complete record 
of activities everywhere. 


Gewerkshaften Campaign: 


A census taken in connection with 
the sixteenth annual Gewerkshaften 
Convention reveals that League 
chapters, either independently or with 
the cooperation of other groups, have 
helped raise the sum of $43,123.00 for 


the Gewerkshaften Campaign in 1939- 
40. The League has assumed a quota 
of $50,000.00 for 1940-41. 


Choral Society: 


The League Choral Society, under 
the direction of Av Soltes, will now 
be heard throughout the country 
wherever the new Gewerkshaften film 
depicting 20 years of Histadruth life 
will be shown. Many of the songs 
heard in this film are exceptionally 
well rendered by the League Choral 
Society of which Channah Amsterdam 
is soloist, and Isidor Burkowsky ac- 
companist. The Choral Society, con- 
sisting of over 30 male and female 
voices, has now become quite popular 
in New York City where it has ap- 
peared before numerous Zionist 
groups and at outstanding Zionist 
functions. 
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In the Poale Zion 


Reception in Honor of 
Dr. A. Kubowitsky 


Four hundred chaverim assembled 
at Capitol Hotel, Sunday, November 
15th, to welcome Dr. Arieh Kubo- 
witzky. Dr. Kubowitzky has recently 
arrived from Belgium, where for many 
ears he has been an active worker in 
the Zionist and Labor Zionist Move- 
ment. Dr. Kubowitzky is also a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of the 
World Jewish Congress. 

Chaver I. Hamlin presided at that 
meeting and messages of welcome 
were extended by Louis Segal, Dr. 
Arich Tartakower, and Dr. Kurt 
Blumenfeld. Dr. Kubowitzky then 
delivered a brilliant address on the po- 
sition of the Jewish people through- 
out the world. 


Labor Zionist Emergency Fund 


During the month of October, the 
Poale Zion, together with the other 
branches of the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment initiated the Labor Zionist 
Refugee Fund. In addition to provid- 
ing. funds for political activities in 
the U. S. for the publications of the 
“Yiddisher Kemfer” and “Jewish 
Frontier”, and for the support of the 
Habonim Youth Movement, the Labor 
Zionist Emergency Fund has as its aim 
this year to enable many of the lead- 
ing Labor Zionists in areas occupied 
by Russia and Germany to come to the 
United States and other countries, 

The Emergency Fund brought in to 
date over 11 thousand dollars, $5,000 
of which were raised by the branches 
of the Poale Zion, $5,000 by the 
branches of the Jewish National 
Workers’ Alliance, and one thousand 
dollars by the Pioneer Women’s Or- 
ganization. 


Metropolitan Branch Forum 


The Metropolitan Branch opened its 
winter Series Forum on November 
24th, with Professor Salo W. Baron. 
The other forums will feature the fol- 
lowing outstanding personalities: 
Sunday, Dec. 22, 1940—8:30 P.M. 

ABRAHAM S. HALKIN, instructor in 

Semitics at Columbia University. 


Sunday, January 26, 1941—8:30 P.M. - 


HayYIM GREENBERG, editor ‘Jewish 
Frontier’. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, 1941—8:30 P.M. 
Horace M. KALLEN, Professor of 
Philosophy and Psychology, New 
School for Social Research. 

Sunday, March 30, 1941—8:30 P.M. 
Oscar I. JANOWSKy, Associate 
Professor of History, College of the 
City of New York. 

Sunday, April 27, 1941—8:30 P.M. 
To be announced. 





The forums are held in Pennsy]- 








vania Hotel, 33rd Street and 7th 
Avenue, on Sunday evenings. 

Admission to the forums is 25 cents 
each, or $1.00 for a subscription to 
the entire series. 








PROMPT AND IMMEDIATE SERVICE 
Maltin Stationery Co. 


ISRAEL MALTIN, Prop. 


STATIONERS 
PRIN TE RS 
ENGRAVERS 


12 WEST 43rd STREET 


(Near Fifth Avenue) 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
PEnnsylvania 6-1157 
EVERYTHING FOR THE OFFICE 
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ea SERVED AT ITS BEST 





DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 








ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUIT 


IDEAL NEW YEAR GIFT 


45 POUND BOX THREE DOLLARS 
Five Pounds GEORGIA PECANS $1.50 


We Pay Express CHARGES and Ship 
Cc. O. D. Send No Money. AGENTS 
WANTED To Take Orders. Address: 


NICHOLS & COMPANY 


KINGSTON, GEORGIA 











aan THE 







ME FLAVOR 


IN HEINZ CREAM 
OF TOMATO SOUP 


One of the 7 Rabbini- 
cally Approved Heinz 
Milchig Soups 





















6 other Heinz Cream 
Soups approved by 
the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations 
of America: 

Cream of Mushroom 
Cream of Green Pea 
Cream of Asparagus 
Cream of Celery 
Cream of Spinach 
Corn Chowder 





@ You'll be enthusiastic 
about the goodness of Heinz 
Cream of Tomato Soup! 
We've captured this rich 
flavor by cooking Heinz 
tomatoes and thick cream 
in small batches. No meat 
used, of course! Absolutely 
none! Ready to serve! 
Nothing to add! 


THE SEAL OF APPROVAL 
IS ON THE LABEL 

















oH EI NZc2uSOU PS 


‘Strictly Vegetarian 























Combined 
Offer 


For Limited Time Only! 


Maurice Samuel’s New Book 


The Great Hatred 


with your subscription to 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Some Comments About 


THE GREAT HATRED: 


Pierre Van Paassen: 


“The most comprehensive, forceful 
and uncompromising work on the 


fundamental thesis of anti-Semit- 
ism.” 


Thomas Mann: 


“No better analysis of anti Semitism 
as a phenomenon falling outside 


the field of normal prejudices.” 
Sholom Asch: 


“An important contribution to the 
elucidation of the Jewish position.” 





GREAT HATRED (Regular 
Price) $2.00 





JEWISH FRONTIER (Reg- 
ular Price) (One Year 
Subscription) 2.00 


Both for 


nen «| 











Take advantage of this exceptional 
offer. Introduce ,a friend to the 
JEWISH FRONTIER or renew your 


own subscription. Address: 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


WISH F. RONTIER " 
} g 13 m~)} Ss 
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What's Up? 


OPLE in and around Schenectady, N. Y. are looking up 
these nights, watching the beams from giant searchlights 
being tested at the General Electric plant. In other parts of the 
world whole cities huddle underground, while sirens wail and 
bombs crash—but these Americans watch without fear. The 
sharp fingers of light sweeping silently across the sky are reassur- 
ance, symbols of security. Industry is on the job, providing the 
eyes of defense. 


Searchlights are not the only defense items being built in Sche- 
nectady and in the other plants of General Electric. Great steam 
turbines totalling millions of horsepower, to drive the ships of 
America’s expanding navy, are under construction; intricate con- 
trols to direct the operation of warships, tanks, planes, and guns; 
radio equipment for communication on land and sea and in the air. 


Here, too, moving toward completion, are hundreds of other 
devices vital to the nation’s defense needs—motors, generators, 
turbines—that will be put to work throughout industry wherever 
armaments are being made. 

For more than 60 years General Electric scientists, engineers, 
and workmen have been finding ways to make electricity more 
useful. Today they are applying electricity to the task of defending 
the benefits it has helped to create. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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